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Exodus 3:1-8 
Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led 
his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. And the 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and 
behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see 
this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God 
called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Do not 
come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy 
ground.” And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

Then the Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have 
heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, and I have come down to 
deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and 
broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 

Exodus 3:9-15 
[God is saying to Moses,] And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I 
have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. Come, I will send you to 
Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to 
God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” God 
said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you 
have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.” 

Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your 
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” God 
said to Moses, “I am who I am.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I am has sent me 
to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The Lord, the God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is 
my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations. 

“God’s Promise” 
The grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of the Lord remains forever. Friends, this is 
the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. May the words of my mouth and the 
meditations of all our hearts be pleasing and acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our Rock and our 
Redeemer. Amen. 

For the next few weeks we’re going through another miniseries based on the lectionary. The 
following three sermons will come from the Book of Exodus. Today we’re going to examine the 
call of Moses, next week we’ll look at the Passover, and we’ll end the series with the parting of 
the Red Sea. These are familiar stories, hopefully you’ve heard them in Sunday School. So my 
job is to take these stories and dive into some of the details to see what God is saying to us today. 
Let’s dive right in. 
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At the start of our passage, Moses finds himself in the wilderness of Midian. Do you remember 
from your Sunday School days how he got here? In a fit of rage and frustration, Moses kills an 
Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew. Granted, the Egyptian was wrong to abuse the Hebrew, but 
Moses, too, is not without fault. He could’ve found a superior officer or petitioned Pharaoh 
himself. But he didn’t. Instead, he took justice into his own hands and attempted an effort to free 
his people by his own strength. But in this he failed. He realized his indiscretion was not a secret 
and soon he was a fugitive on the run. While on the run he finds himself in a foreign land, 
welcomed by a foreign priest, and wed to this priest’s daughter. As son-in-law, he is placed as 
shepherd to the priest’s flock. Which is where we enter into the story.  

In this episode of the call of Moses, we find the “revelation of a personal God, working within 
the framework of history but entering that arena to act purposefully—to name himself, and to 
call others by name.”  God has a way of appearing to us in the ordinary, everyday things of life. 1

In the 1950 film Harvey, the main character, Elwood P. Dowd, is known for having a six-foot 
rabbit as an imaginary friend, whom he found leaning on a lamppost one evening. In one scene, 
Dr. Chumley, a young but good psychiatrist, comes to a turning point when he realizes maybe 
Elwood isn’t crazy. He says, “Fly specks, fly specks! I’ve been spending my life among fly 
specks while miracles have been leaning on lampposts at Eighteenth and Fairfax!”  How often 2

are we like Dr. Chumley, living among fly specks when there are miracles leaning against 
lampposts right on our own corners? Moses discovered that. That’s a big part of the meaning of 
the story of the burning bush: that there are miracles where we have been seeing fly specks—or 
whatever matter-of-fact, run-of-the-mill, everyday part of our lives. 

You see, Moses was just doing his job. He was tending the sheep doing matter-of-fact daily 
work. Nothing exciting, nothing extraordinary. Who knows how many times Moses walked past 
that mountain with those sheep. He’s minding his own business, when suddenly, God appears in 
the ordinary. But because Moses is in the midst of mundane work, God needs to get his attention. 
That’s so true with us, too. More often than not, God has to do something to get our attention. We 
get distracted either by inward motives or outward influences. Moses is likely walking a well-
worn path. He looks up on the mountain side, not expecting anything unusual, only to find a bush 
on fire. Scholars say it was not uncommon for dry shrubs to catch fire, perhaps from an ember 
from a nearby fire pit or from a stray bolt of lighting. What was curious about this particular 
burning bush, and something that Scripture points out to us, is that this bush was not consumed. 
While it burned with a visible and real flame, it did not turn to ash. Moses probably stood there 
for a few minutes, watching this bush burn, expecting it to burn down and eventually die out. 
Instead, it keeps going, unconsumed. That gets Moses’ attention. 

But look what Moses does. He doesn’t pass it off as his imagination. He doesn’t blame it on 
dehydration or a mirage. He doesn’t even make the excuse that he’s too busy. He goes to 
investigate. It takes an action on his part. He is moved, and in so doing he encounters God. 
That’s a life lesson all of us need to hear. So often we want God to send us a sign, some grand, 
theatrical event that easily and obviously inspires the soul to react. How often do we, like Dr. 
Chumley, miss the miracles leaning on our lampposts? How often do we see a burning bush, but 
pass it off as nothing worth investigating? I wonder how many times I myself have walked right 
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past a sign from God. God can send all the signs he wants, but if people don’t open their eyes, if 
they don’t have the ears to hear, then God might as well be absent. Not only do we need to be on 
the look out for God’s revealing himself to us in the everyday, we also need to be prepared to act, 
to follow and seek out that revelation and respond to it. 

Now, I love what verse four teaches us. When God saw that Moses had turned from his 
mundane, usual path and pursued that burning bush, God called out to him, “Moses, Moses!” 
You have not idea how much I wish my call was that clear. I wish I heard my name from some 
heavenly, disembodied voice. Very few of us, if any, will experience that type of call. But God is 
certainly calling us, there is no doubt about that. I do want to point out that there is a warning of 
sorts within this passage. When God calls Moses forward, he commands him to remove his 
sandals. For the place on which he is standing is holy ground. Paul teaches that our relationship 
with God is like that of a loving father. In fact, the Apostle encourages us to have such a 
relationship with God that we call him Abba, Daddy. But there’s a difference between that and 
being “buddy-buddy” with God. God isn’t our chum, our mate, our bro. That’s not the kind of 
relationship we have with God. Moses has to remove his sandals because even though God is 
talking with Moses, as if face-to-face, God is never domesticated, reduced to a good friend next 
door, on whom we call at our whim. “The stance of faith is to live in the tension that comes from 
the experience of the immanent God, God with us now, as Jesus pictured him—Abba, Father, 
and the experience of the mystery of the transcendent God, the Holy other who says, ‘My ways 
[are] higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.’”  That’s the tension of our 3

faith. 

After Moses has removed his sandals and prepared himself in God’s holy presence, he hears 
from the Lord God’s call on his life. God is giving to Moses the very reason he was born, the 
reason he was run out of Egypt, and the reason he found himself on a mountain side talking with 
a burning bush. The reason is recorded in the last two verses of chapter two: “God heard [the 
people of Israel’s] groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and 
with Jacob. God saw the people of Israel—and God knew.” God knows. Each of you has a 
purpose in this life. God knows. You are here today because God has a plan for you. Now, there 
are some people, when they discern their call, will shout out, “Yes, Lord, thank you, I’ll be right 
there!” But others may be more like Moses, and make excuses to God. Moses makes four 
excuses in this conversation, but I want us to look at just the first two. 

Excuse #1: Not capable to do that task. Moses, the guy who was raised in a palace as grandson to 
Pharaoh, the guy who struck down an Egyptian for his abuse, this same guy now says, “I can’t 
do it.” The awesome responsibility to which he was being called overwhelmed him. Was it 
genuine humility or a lack of faith in God’s ability or wisdom? We may never know. But the best 
promise God could ever give, he gave to Moses: “I will be with you.” What a promise! God’s 
presence always at our side. What a blessing! Need we ask for more? Well, it was not enough for 
Moses. So God gave an additional sign, promising Moses that he and his liberated people would 
come back to that very mountain. And God did bring them back. It was from atop that very 
mountain that God gave to Moses the Law, the Ten Commandments. In the Ten Commandments, 
God’s promise of his everlasting presence in fulfilled. God’s everlasting presence is extended to 
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us in the person of Jesus Christ, the God-Man, the Word Incarnate, the Law fulfilled. When we 
think we are not able to complete the task God has for us, we need not make excuses. Instead, we 
should turn to Christ, the very presence of God, who will help us. His Spirit guides and comforts 
us. We, like Moses, will feel inferior for God’s holy and difficult tasks. But God does not intend 
for his children to fail, and so he promises to be with us always. 

Excuse #2: No knowledge of God’s name. In Moses’ time, deities had names, and these names 
described the attributes of the deities or the particular areas over which the deity rules. To know 
the name of the deity was to enjoy a privileged relationship with that god. Moses felt he had no 
answer or message to give to the Israelites. And isn’t that true with us, too? We don’t think that 
we know enough, or that we’ve experienced enough. I certainly fall into that trap, as a young and 
fairly inexperienced minister. God’s answer to Moses’ excuse was to reveal his personal name: “I 
am who I am.” Now, the exposition of God’s name alone would easily fill an entire sermon. 
There is a lot about God’s name, but for the meantime I want us to go home with one point. 
God’s name is related to the self-existence of God. Not only is God’s name “I am who I am,” it is 
also “I am because I am” and “I will be what I will be.” God’s existence derives from himself. 
You and I are created. Not only were we created by God, but we were also created from the seed 
of our parents. The only conditions of God’s existence are enclosed within the limits of his own 
nature. God is self-existing. God is un-derived, absolute, self-dependent, and unchangeable. God 
is eternal, living forevermore, his resources are inexhaustible, his power unwearied. His gifts 
diminish not. He gives and is none the poorer. He loves and he loves forever. 

Here’s the reason why God’s name is so important for Moses and for us. God’s self-existent 
eternality is revealed to us. Not only that, it’s extended to us. God covenanted himself to his 
people. God’s absolute, self-dependent, and inexhaustible love is ours because he graciously 
extends it us. My friends, that’s huge. That’s amazing. This all-powerful and awe-inspiring God, 
who is because he is, is ours by way of Jesus Christ. Our Lord teaches that those who are in him, 
who know him, are in the Father and know the Father. This God is at our side and will never 
leave us. That’s God’s promise to you today. 

Let us pray. Most Holy and Powerful God, we come before you standing on holy ground. We 
come before you in humility and reverence, in eager anticipation. Thank you for appearing to us 
in our everyday life, leaning against lampposts. Thank you so much for delivering your people 
from eternal separation. You liberate us from the binding, enslaving power of sin. You also call 
us to share that good news with others, to make disciples of the world. This is no easy task. Gird 
us and guide us. Remove from us all doubt and excuse. For we know that you, the great I AM, 
are with us for all eternity. In this love we place our trust and answer the call. Amen and amen. 

 Maxie Dunnam, The Communicator’s Commentary: Exodus, Waco, TX: Word, Inc., 1986. Page 571
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