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Jeremiah 20:7-13 
O Lord, you have deceived me, and I was deceived; you are stronger than I, and you have 
prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all the day; everyone mocks me. For whenever I speak, 
I cry out, I shout, “Violence and destruction!” For the word of the Lord has become for me a 
reproach and derision all day long. If I say, “I will not mention him, or speak any more in his 
name,” there is in my heart as it were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary with 
holding it in, and I cannot. For I hear many whispering. Terror is on every side! “Denounce him! 
Let us denounce him!” say all my close friends, watching for my fall. “Perhaps he will be 
deceived; then we can overcome him and take our revenge on him.” 

But the Lord is with me as a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble; they will not 
overcome me. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will 
never be forgotten. O Lord of hosts, who tests the righteous, who sees the heart and the mind, let 
me see your vengeance upon them, for to you have I committed my cause. Sing to the Lord; 
praise the Lord! For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hand of evildoers. 

Romans 6:1-11 
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How 
can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism 
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life. 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of 
sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has 
died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also 
live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him. For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he 
lives he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. 

“Dead to Sin” 
The grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of the Lord remains forever. Friends, this is 
the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. May the words of my mouth and the 
meditations of all our hearts be pleasing and acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our Rock and our 
Redeemer. Amen. 

What does it mean to be dead? As many of you know, my wife recently lost her beloved father. 
Whether in the forefront or in the background, death has been on my mind for the past months. 
Empirically, when we talk about death, we all know what it is. A person’s systems cease to 
function, and the body naturally declines until it can no longer support life. We know this, this is 
science. I knew the science when I was standing next to my father-in-law’s bed. I knew the 
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science when death came, uninvited and unwanted, to his door. I knew the science, but the 
science did not help me to understand what it means to be dead. Over the past several weeks I’ve 
been able to witness what it means to encounter death on this side of life. When a person dies, 
especially someone we know and love, we experience a separation. 

In death, a person is cut off from this world. No longer to be accessed in this life. The only things 
that we have to hold us on to our loved ones, are our memories of them. I know many of you, 
too, have experienced death on this side of life. I don’t need to tell you to hold on to those 
memories. Death is the final finality. That’s a redundant statement, I know, but it’s truly the only 
thing in life that we can ever experience as truly final. This is what was in the foreground of my 
mind when I began my study of Paul’s reading for this morning. Death is an utter and final 
separation. 

Did you know that we are dead to God? If death is a total separation, then, we are utterly 
separated from God because of sin. Back in the first chapters of Genesis, God dwelt among 
human beings. When Adam and Eve were in the garden, they lived in the presence of God. They 
talked with God, walked with God. They were alive with God. For a brief moment in human 
history, there was perfect peace on earth. Then the fall came, and Adam and Eve disobeyed God. 
God, in his perfect holiness, couldn’t just forgive and forget. God is holy, and perfectly so, which 
means God’s justice is perfectly just. Adam and Eve’s disobedience needed to be punished. We 
don’t let our children go unpunished when they deceive and disobey. God couldn’t either. Since 
God is perfectly holy, no sin can ever exist in his presence or it would be consumed. Because of 
their sin, Adam and Eve rightfully deserved destruction, because sin, the knowledge of good and 
evil, was fully part of their humanity. The amazing thing is, God, out of his great love for his 
very good creation, decided not to destroy man and woman. Instead, he allowed them to live. But 
because they were stained by sin, they could no longer remain in the garden of perfect holiness. 
They could no longer remain in God’s presence. Thus, he banished them, set an angel with a 
flaming sword to guard, and commanded Adam and Eve to toil and labor under the burden of 
their sin. 

Because of sin, we are dead to God. King David writes in the 38th Psalm, “There is no soundness 
in my flesh because of your indignation; there is no health in my bones because of my sin.”  Paul 1

writes to the church in Ephesus, “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins.”  He also tells 2

the church in Rome that “the body is dead because of sin.”  The effects of sin is the very 3

corruption of the body. So, we come up against a conundrum: we are unholy, God is holy. If we 
are to be in union with God, then something in that relationship needs to change. And there are 
things that God cannot do. God cannot become sinful. Which means, we must somehow become 
holy, become alive to God. 

We are made alive to God by the Holy Spirit. This is not a work of our own. No cadaver in the 
Bible ever told someone, “I’m done being dead now, you can resurrect me.” No person has ever 
raised himself from the dead. All Scriptural resurrections have an outside person resurrecting 
another person. Resurrection is an action done to someone. Paul tells us that “if we have been 
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united with Christ in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 
his.” Paul is telling us two things here. The first is the very real truth of our  resurrection. We will 
be united to Christ and reunited with all the saints in heaven. That will happen. The second thing 
he tells us is that right now, while he live on this earth, the Christian must live as metaphorically 
resurrected. You and I are alive right now, but in our pre-Christian life, we were dead to God. 
This mean, right now, we need metaphorical resurrection, or, as St. John says, we must be born 
again. 

Our regeneration is a resurrection from a state of death in sin to a state of life in Christ. As Jesus 
told Nicodemus, regeneration is the work of the Holy Spirit. Jesus won for us the ability to be 
reborn. He did this by sacrificing himself on a Roman cross. He did this by taking our sin upon 
himself, and receiving our punishment. Because of this wonderful work, we are able to put sin to 
death in our current lives. One might rightly ask, “How do we do this?” Well, truthfully it’s not 
something we do. Like I mentioned earlier, the dead can’t raise themselves, neither can we 
regenerate ourselves. God’s Spirit is the one who helps us in putting sin to death. Christ’s death 
upon the cross, and subsequent victory over the grave, was the necessary propitiation to attend 
God’s justice. Once God’s justice was met, the door was opened for all humanity to be reborn by 
the Spirit. When a person is redeemed by Christ, she is imbued with the Holy Spirit, who helps 
her in the process of sanctification. 

This indwelling of the Holy Spirit is represented by the sacrament of Baptism. Paul tells us that 
in our baptism, we enter into a death like Christ’s and are thereafter raised up in a resurrection 
like Christ’s. Notice my emphasis on “like.” The Greek word used in verse five does not mean 
“exactly,” as in we are literally united in Jesus’ death and resurrection. Rather, we are united in a 
death and resurrection that is similar to Jesus’. When we are baptized by water and of Spirit, we 
mirror, in a way, the death and resurrection of Jesus. Even though we experience a symbolic 
death and resurrection, the effects are very much real. We really do die to sin and raise up in new 
life. Otherwise, we would not be able to have union with Christ and communion with the Holy 
Spirit. It also means we must really and truly be made dead to sin. 

Remember, God’s holiness demands sinlessness in his presence. Right now, we are separated 
from God by the realities of sin. If I were to somehow walk, right now, before the throne of God, 
I would immediately die. That’s what happened to Uzzah as recorded in II Samuel and I 
Chronicles. Uzzah and his brother were driving the oxen who were pulling the Ark of the 
Covenant. When one of the oxen stumbled, Uzzah reached out to steady the Ark, but when he 
did, he was struck down by God.  Now why would God do that? Uzzah didn’t mean any harm. 4

It’s not like he was trying to steal the Ark, he just wanted to keep it from tumbling to the ground. 
Well, the Ark of the Covenant, and specifically the Mercy Seat on top of it, was where God 
literally sat here on earth. That was the place of residence for God, and when Uzzah touched the 
Ark, even though he meant no harm, he was nevertheless a human under the curse of sin. And sin 
and God don’t mix.  
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Right now, it’s both a blessing and curse being separated from God. It’s terrible that we don’t 
have direct access to God in this life, but it’s also a good thing because in the meantime we have 
the ability to proceed in sanctification. Sanctification is the process by which we become sinless. 
While we continue to live in this life and in these bodies, it is our duty to practice holiness. Now, 
many of us will fall short of that. I know I do. But the wonderful thing is, God delights in the 
striving. It is the running of the race that pleases God. And it’s not like we don’t have a 
guidebook! The Scriptures are where we turn to find God’s revealed will. In the process of 
sanctification, God wants us to follow his commands, to be diligent and obedient children. What 
is it that Christ commands of us? To love God with our whole selves and to love our neighbors as 
we love ourselves. That is the foundation for our sanctification. When sin has dominion over our 
lives, it prevents us from loving God fully and loving our neighbors deeply. And so, we must 
work hard at it. We must lean on the Holy Spirit and the Bible to guide our thoughts and shape 
our worldview to be aligned with God’s desire. 

In practice, however, we can never become fully sinless in this life. Therein lies the strange 
beauty and tragedy of our mortality. In death we are separated from our loved ones, and my 
friends, this hurts a lot and is extremely sad. Just ask anyone who’s lost someone. The pain and 
the emptiness will always be there, I can’t deny that nor do I want to. For the Christian, however, 
we have hope. We have hope in the resurrection. We have the knowledge that death, while it 
separates loved ones on earth, unites people to God. And that gives me great comfort. I hope it 
does you, too. The main character of the beloved comic strip Peanuts, Charlie Brown, is known 
for sighing, “good grief” when things go awry. Good grief is what I’ve learned from my father-
in-law’s passing. Everyone grieves for the loss of their loved ones. But the Christian has good 
grief because of the promised resurrection. Don’t grieve for sin, we’re born again into a new life, 
even if and when we die in this one. Do, however, grieve for your family and friends, always 
remembering the truth of eternal life. 

Let us pray. Holy God, you teach us that nothing can separate us from your love. Neither death 
nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation. We have been given the blessed hope of the resurrection. 
Instill that hope into our hearts. That it may produce in us a confidence that death has no victory 
over us and our loved ones; and that we can put to death sin in our own lives. Be with us, 
merciful God, as we journey together on this path of holiness. In the beautiful and blessed name 
of Christ we pray. Amen.

 Psalm 38:31

 Ephesians 2:12

 Romans 8:103

 II Samuel 6:3-7; I Chronicles 13:7-114
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