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II Samuel 7:8-17 
Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, I took you                   
from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. And                 
I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And                   
I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint                      
a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and                    
be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time                 
that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies.                  
Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. When your days are                  
fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall                  
come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and                   
I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me                      
a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of                   
the sons of men, but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I                     
put away from before you. And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before                 
me. Your throne shall be established forever.’” In accordance with all these words, and in               
accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David. 
  
Luke 1:26-33 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a                    
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name                  
was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But                   
she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be.                  
And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And                   
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He                   
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the                      
throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom                   
there will be no end.” 
 
“David’s Heir” 
The grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of the Lord remains forever. Friends, this is                  
the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. May the words of my mouth and the                     
meditations of all our hearts be pleasing and acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our Rock and our                  
Redeemer. Amen. 
 
One of the greatest works of modern literature to come from the British Isles is The Lord of the                   
Rings series by J. R. R. Tolkien. It is a comprehensive and very detailed work of fantasy that has                   
many intersecting plot lines. One plot line follows the character who is Isildur’s heir. I’ll try not                 
to spoil the books if you haven’t read them. Isildur was the king who defeated Sauron by                 
severing his magic ring from his body. Isildur was then tasked with destroying that ring in order                 
to fully rid Middle Earth of the evil of Sauron. Out of lust for power he failed to destroy the                    
magic ring. All of that happened many centuries before the timeline of The Lord of the Rings.                 
Even so, Isildur’s heir, who is one of the characters, has to correct what his ancestor did wrong.                  
Read the books or watch the movies to find our what happens. Regarding Isildur’s heir, however,                
Tolkien was taking a plot element straight from the Bible. 
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This idea of a person fulfilling or being guided by the actions of an ancestor from many                 
generations before is not a recent idea and nor is it limited to the realm of fantasy novels. God,                   
our God, works through a similar generational connectionalism. In fact, we see this in the first                
few chapters of Genesis. The “Fall of Man” is the aftereffect of the actions of one person.                 
Because of Adam’s disobedience in the Garden of Eden, his entire offspring is forever under the                
bondage of sin. We are where we are today because of Adam. Corruption exists in this world                 
because of his sin. 
 
For some reason, out of all of Adam’s descendants, God decided to enter into a covenant with                 
Abraham. Out of the mysterious depths of God’s infinite wisdom, he saw it fit to say to                 
Abraham, “I will be your God and you will be my people.” Here again we see God’s                 
generational connectionalism. God makes this covenant with one man, Abraham, but the benefits             
of this covenant extend beyond Abraham into many, many of his progeny. Because of one               
person, the Church—the Congregation—will be forever known as God’s chosen people. God’s            
covenant with Abraham was twofold. It was both a physical and a spiritual covenant. God               
promised Abraham that he and his descendants would live on a land flowing with milk and                
honey, the land of Zion. This part of the covenant, which is recorded in the final verses of                  
Genesis chapter fifteen, is what is currently causing so much strife in Israel today. The second                
part of the covenant, however, is as important, if not more so, than the physical. 
 
God also promises that he will be with his chosen people. God himself will guide, protect,                
nurture, and preserve his children. God does not promise to be idle or a puppeteer. His promises                 
is essentially to be a parent. And the only condition he applies is that his children obey him. I                   
can’t spoil this part of the story because we all know his children fail—we fail. God’s people,                 
time and again, do not uphold their end of the covenant. Time and again the Church forgets who                  
is her true Priest. Like contemptuous children, the People of God rebel against him over and over                 
and over again. This is the plot line recorded in the Book of Judges. Even though God’s sons and                   
daughters betray him, God is steadfast and faithful to the covenant. God certainly doles out               
punishment, but God never breaks his oath. God’s presence and providence never leave. 
 
Eventually, the People of God demand a king. They want to be like their pagan neighbors. They                 
see these other countries with kings and the only thing the Israelites have are judges who aren’t                 
royalty. God warns the people that a king is a bad idea, for God is their only King and an earthly                     
one will lead them away from God. Nevertheless, God grants an earthly kingship. Believe you               
me, God had a plan all along. You see, with an earthly kingship the covenant made with                 
Abraham can be expanded and worked out. And thus we come to David. As we heard this                 
morning, God spoke through the Prophet Nathan, promising that the house of David would be               
established forever. His ancestor will sit upon the throne of glory and his rule will have no end.                  
Now, many Israelites believed this to be a geopolitical kingdom. One that can be experienced               
corporeally. One that was fixed with borders and blood. But that’s not exactly what God had in                 
mind. God’s kingdom is not a sliver of land. It’s the entire world! God’s denizens are not a few                   
people scattered about. They are found across the globe! 
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That was the promise God made with David. God’s love and David’s kingship will have no end.                 
That covenanted relationship will go on forever. And since God works through generational             
connectionalism, the benefits of that covenant are not limited to David alone, but to his               
ancestor’s entire kingdom. This is the reason why Jesus had to be from the house of David.                 
Jesus, who fulfills the Old Covenant, does so by fulfilling and expanding the covenant made with                
David. God promises that David’s name and his house would be a great name, a name that is                  
known around the world and across time. And indeed, both David and his son Solomon are                
among the famous leaders of world history. But no heir of David was a great as Jesus. 
 
To be sure, the Jewish elite and the Roman government did not see Jesus as their King. Even so,                   
Pontius Pilate styled Jesus as such when he posted on the head of the cross the sign “Jesus of                   
Nazareth, King of the Jews.” While Pilate may have been taking a jab at the Israelites, whether                 
he knew it or not, he was also proclaiming a timeless truth. Jesus indeed is King. In fact,                  
traditional Christian doctrine holds that Christ’s role has three parts or offices: prophet, priest,              
and king. One day we’ll talk about all three of them, but for now I’d like to briefly mention his                    
office of King. 
 
Calvin is quick to remind us that the true fulfillment of the promise of eternal protector and                 
defender of the Church lies only in Christ. For “immediately after Solomon’s death the authority               
over the greater part of the kingdom was destroyed,” much to the shame of the family of David.                  1

Even though the covenant God made was not fulfilled immediately does not render that covenant               
null and void nor regard God as a liar. God’s plan since the beginning was to have Christ fulfill                   
that role—not some natural born son of David. Jesus had to be the one because no mere man                  
could fulfill the covenant. Natural man is corrupted by sin. But Jesus, who was both God and                 
Man, born of the Virgin, was without sin. This was the only way for David’s heir to perfectly                  
discharge the office of King. 
 
Jesus does so in two ways. First and foremost his kingship is spiritual. One day Christ’s kingdom                 
will be a physical kingdom, one that we can share in. But for now, this kingship is revealed only                   
spiritually. Since it is spiritual it is also eternal. The perpetuity of the Church is secured in Christ.                  
Therefore, though the Church today and across the ages may be beset by violence and agitation,                
it still remains. The Church—the body of Christ—will remain forever. It may morph and              
transform over time, but where Christ reigns as true King, there the true Church will be. In this                  
way we are encouraged, the faithful are assured of the everlasting preservation of the Church by                
and through Christ. This does not mean the church will be spared from oppression. Quite the                
opposite. The Church will be oppressed more and more until Christ comes again in glory.               
Whether by overt foes who wish to silence us or by shifting cultural attitudes that draw people                 
away, the Church will be at odds with society. But she will not die. The Church of Jesus Christ                   
will never fall away. And so we press on with the call Jesus gave to his Church. 
 
Secondly, David’s heir had to be Christ because only Jesus can be a perfect king. We all know                  
leaders are not perfect people. Some are great leaders who bring their countries through strife.               
Others, and sadly a majority of them, are more terrible than great. But even the good ones are                  

1 Institutes II.xv.3 
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never perfectly good. Of the forty-four men who have been president of these United States,               
none of them was perfect. Of the roughly sixty-six kings and queens of England, none of them                 
was perfect. Every leader on this planet is flawed in some manner. Not a few more so than                  
others. Christ and he alone is perfect. Sorry, Mary Poppins, but Practically Perfect In Every Way                
is reserved only for Christ. This is why Luke records Gabriel’s message to Mary. Her son “will                 
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the                     
throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom                   
there will be no end.” 
 
There is still one more thing of practical importance I’d like to leave with you. Along with                 
Christ’s kingship being eternal and perfect, it is also accessible to us. Most all monarchs and                
many presidents, chancellors, and prime ministers are pretty inaccessible to the common person.             
I can’t just walk into the White House or Buckingham Palace and demand to see the President or                  
the Queen without any good reason and without an invitation. This is not so with Christ. While                 
he is indeed our perfect and eternal King, he is also standing at the door and knocking. This King                   
did not limit his company to religious and political elites. He dined with used car salesmen,                
third-shift nurses, the deathly ill, the homeless beggar, the single mom, and the forgotten elderly.               
This Jesus is not some remote king living in a far-off capitol. He’s right here. He’s in your heart.                   
He’s outside these doors. We just need to look to him. We need to turn to him and say, “Yes,                    
King Jesus, I want to get to know you.”  
 
Let us pray. Almighty King, Heavenly Father, you promised to be with your people always. You                
covenanted with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, with David, Solomon, Joseph, and Mary. You             
entered into this world to fulfill that covenant. Jesus, a babe born in a lowly manger to a humble                   
family, is the heir to David’s throne. We praise you that through him and by him we can benefit                   
from that same covenant. Open our hearts to welcome the King of kings. Open our eyes to see                  
the Prince of Peace outside our threshold. Let us open whole selves, and in so doing, may we be                   
imitators of our brother and co-inheritor of his coming Kingdom. Amen. 
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