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Isaiah 1:17, Micah 6:8, Amos 2:6, Matthew
25:40; these and other passages of
Scripture are often used by many in
Christian circles to promote what has
become popularized as a “social justice
gospel.”

Let me begin by stating clearly, God is
indeed concerned with justice. The fact
these verses exist are proof enough that
believers are commanded to do what is
right. The problem with the “social justice
gospel”

“Biblical Justice”

B i b l i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e s
f o r  D a i l y  L i v i n g

Expositor Digest is a weekly publication of the Altavista Presbyterian Church. Learn more at www.altapres.org.
Ed Soto is pastor of the Altavista Presbyterian Church and editor of Expositor Digest. Learn more at www.revsoto.com.

P A G E  1

gospel” comes in the way they define “right” or “justice.” Indeed, their popular name, “social
justice,” is a clue as to how they define what is right. Essentially, what is right is anything
done for the social good. This is the missionary wing of secular humanism’s intrusion into the
Church. Secular humanism places man as the center, focus, and foundation of religion. God
may be referenced, but often as a being who has given authority over to the creature.

The God of the Bible is concerned with biblical justice. What is it that God finds just or right?
One need not read far into Scripture to discover the answer. Those who hold to the “social
justice gospel” must perform hermeneutical gymnastics to interpret or ignore entirely the
opening chapters of The Book of Genesis. 
 
God’s command to Adam is a prohibition on eating the fruit of one tree; this command is
annexed with the punishment of death. (Gen. 2:16-17) We can safely assume Adam
communicated this to his wife, for she repeats something similar to the serpent. (Gen. 3:2-3)
Upon eating of the forbidden fruit, Adam and Eve have their eyes opened and they are
ashamed. Now, why would they be ashamed? Could it be because they know God is
concerned with justice? The “social justice gospel” argues that their brand of justice is not
something



one should be concerned about, unless of
course you are the majority holding power.
In which case, it becomes clear that “social
justice” is not about doing what is right but
doing what is equitable.
 
In fact, you see our primeval parents doing
just that: Adam points to Eve and says, “she
made me do it!” Eve points to the serpent
and says, “he made me do it!” (Gen. 3:12-
13) Blame for the sin is placed somewhere
else. It becomes clear in the subsequent
verses that God is not concerned with
equity but with justice. Punishment is
meted out on all parties. It is only out of
grace, which is God’s lovingkindness, that
He allows Adam and Eve—and indeed all
His children—to live in sin rather than to die
without a redeemer. 
 
The “social justice gospel” would rather
teach that either Jesus redeems all people,
universally granting salvation to every soul
or that God’s primary concern is with your
social welfare above and beyond your
fallen nature. It should be abundantly clear,
the “social justice gospel” has no
grounding in Scripture.
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physical boundaries but by holiness. It’s
architect and architecture are known and
loved by builders. It’s supports are godly
wisdom rather than profane folly.
 
These are the precious stones, gold, and
silver with which the believer ought to
build. Doing so produces a humility and
submission to the Triune God, who is
present and active in our justification and
sanctification. (August 14, 2022)

Montreat Updates!

Well, I could write a whole book just about
this week at Montreat. I’ll start off with
letting you know the start of the trip was
interesting. I had to put my cat down an
hour before we left and I had no desire to
go. But, it didn’t take long to realize I’m at
the place I love for the last time, and that I
needed to take in every moment I could.
Once we got there, it was like all the
memories flowed back in and life was good.
This year’s theme was “more than enough”
and it felt perfect for me. One highlight of
the week, (and there is A LOT.. haha) would
have to be playing a game called Assassin
with 60 other campers including Nicholas.
If you’re wondering how the game works,
it’s all over the internet. One night, I got
into a chase with one boy trying to catch
him in front of the whole camp pretty much.
Unfortunately I did not win, but Nicolas
came in 2nd, which is pretty awesome. We
hiked Lookout Mountain at 6 in the
morning, tubed the French broad river,
(Barbie can tell you more about that)
shared lots of laughs, danced to a lot of
energizers, and worshipped God. I couldn’t
be more thankful to be a Presbyterian so I
could come to Montreat. Thank you all for
giving me this opportunity over the years.
- Keegan deBernard

I Corinthians 3:16-23
Paul ties together the imagery of building
on the right foundation by highlighting
what it is that’s being built. That, of course,
is the Temple of God. This is no physical
edifice, but a spiritual one. It is not marked
by

“The Temple of God” part 1



Montreat was an amazing experience! I had
a lot of fun meeting new people in my small
group and learning from all of the leaders
and speakers. It was nice to take some time
to focus on God. I am grateful for the
opportunity to go on such a fun trip!
- William Overbey
 
This is my Montreat thoughts. Small group
with other teens from various churches was
great. CC rocked the evening services.
Hiking and watching the sun rise in Black
Mountain was my favorite part away from
Montreat. I intend to go back to Montreat
next year and break John & Keegan’s
record times against the speed limit sign.
- Kiernan deBernard
 
I loved Montreat and I think it something
every teenager should experience! Whether
it was keynote in the morning or hanging
with my small group in the afternoon. While
there were some rough patches in the end
we all came together and made the best of
it! I hope to return back next year and
encourage any other teen to go!
Sincerely,
- Nicholas Shelton
 
This was my third trip to Montreat with
quite a few years in between visits two and
three. Another big difference is I only got a
partial trip this year not arriving until
Thursday am. Partial/full it doesn’t matter as
being at Montreat for any amount of time
calms the mind and body down from the
thing called life. I’ll keep this short and
simple as I already made mention during
our church service this past Sunday my
main memory. I forgot to mention another
one.

As we were singing ‘Prince of Peace’ during
Friday night’s closing service that song
brought back so many memories from the
two prior trips. It’s a song done there I’m
assuming each year and one that I love. As I
was

was reminiscing I happened to look over
my right and left shoulders. Keegan and
Kiernan were beside me belting the tunes.
No better way to end a Montreat trip this
time with my kids actually allowing me to
sit beside them and closing out the evening
during service and the following candle
light service with them.
- Kevin deBernard

Montreat is a special place. A “thin place – a
place where heaven meets earth. A place
where you can leave your baggage, clear
your mind and renew your spirit”. It’s hard
to describe it to someone who has never
been, but I feel it as soon as I drive through
the Montreat gate! 
 
The theme for this year’s conference was
More Than Enough. We were blessed with
great leaders in Keynote-Pam Driesell,
Music-Tony McNeil and our Pastor, Cecelia
(CC) Armstrong. CC was Pastor for our
Montreat week in 2019 and we were all
thrilled to be able to hear her again!
 
We spent our Sunday working with
Asheville Youth Mission on some projects at
the Black Mountain Children’s Home. There
wasn’t a lot to do after other groups being
there this summer, but we did some
weeding and clearing brush.

During Youth Conference our days start
with energizers, followed by music and
keynote. Then it’s on to small group and
connecting groups. There are recreation
activities which this year included an
Instagram Scavenger Hunt, Trivia Night and
a Variety/Talent Show. We had worship
each night with Communion on
Wednesday. The week always ends with a
Candlelight Service after worship with all of
us circling around Lake Susan. It’s a special
and emotional time as we say good bye.

We are very thankful for APC’s support of
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the offering which was collected on Thursday
night of the conference. Ours was Week #5 of
Youth Conference and they had already raised
enough money for 1, almost 2, Gift Arks for Heifer
International. The offering for our week put them at
being able to provide 3 and APC’s gift was a big
part of that!
 
I have been privileged to go with our youth to
seven Montreat Youth Conferences as
chaperone/back home leader/chauffeur/cook. It
has been such a blessing to be a part of our
Youth’s lives, to see them grow in their faith and
spirituality and I will always be grateful!
- Barbie Andrews
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