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“My God Doesn’t Hate” part 1

Biblical Perspectives
for Daily Living

I’ve heard it said by too many professing
Christians that the God they worship hates
no one. I’ve also heard it said by too many
professing Christians that God just hates
the sin but not the sinner. To these I
respond, if the God you worship does not
match up with the God of the Bible, then
you are worshiping an idol; and God
doesn’t send sins to hell, but sinners.

The correct expected rebuttal is straight
from the Scriptures where 1 John 4 speaks boldly from
that God is love. This is indeed a truth that
no Christian can deny. In fact, that’s John’s point in that passage. To deny love is to deny
God. However, to take “God is love” out of the context of 1 John 4, and certainly that of the
entire letter, is to prove one has never read First John or one does not care; both are grave
errors.
John begins this chapter by calling believers to “not believe every spirit, but test the spirits.”
(I John 4:1) It seems, then, that the church John is writing to has, to some degree or another,
failed to test the spirits—that is the witness and teaching of false teachers—to discern
whether what is spoken is truly of God. We see something similar in Paul’s ministry, when a
group of people of Berea sat under his teaching not only “with great eagerness” but also
“examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.” (Acts 17:11) Quite
frankly, Christian, if what is preached in pulpits, printed in devotions, and discussed in
studies does not jive with Scripture, then it is not of God. John is setting this truth into place
before he dives into the God of love because even in his day there were those with the “spirit
of error.” (I John 4:6)
Expositor Digest is a weekly publication of the Altavista Presbyterian Church. Learn more at www.altapres.org.
Ed Soto is pastor of the Altavista Presbyterian Church and editor of Expositor Digest. Learn more at www.revsoto.com.

PAGE 1

It is in this “spirit of truth” that John tells us
“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is
from God.” (I John 4:7) Many objectors to
any notion of God’s hatred point to
passages like First John and say, “Ah ha!
See, right there ‘love is from God!’” Correct,
love is from God, but notice the Apostle
qualifies that love in the same verse. He
continues by affirming, “and everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God.”
(Emphasis mine.) Now, I ask you dear
Reader, given the context of John’s three
epistles, is he suggesting that anyone who
experiences love is born of God and knows
God? Quite frankly we know that is not true
and is never supported in Scripture. Our
human experience of love is certainly a
communicable attribute of God that, out of
His common grace, mercifully gives to
saints and sinners, to believers and pagans,
to those who love Him and those who hate
Him.
It's clear, John has a particular, narrow view
of love in mind. That is made known in the
9th and 10th verses, where the Apostle
rightly points to Jesus, the only begotten
Son of God, sent into the world “to be the
propitiation of our sins” that those who
believe “might live through Him.” To know
this extent of love is to know its cost. This
is, of course, the love that nailed Jesus to
the cross. That is the love John has in view
here and that is the love with which God
loves only His elect.
“The Father loves the Son and has given all
things into His hand. He who believes in
the Son has eternal life; but he who does
not obey the Son will not see life, but the
wrath of God abides on him.” (John 3:3536)

“‘But there are some of you who do not
believe.’ For Jesus knew from the
beginning who they were who did not
believe, and who it was that would betray
Him. And He was saying, ‘For this reason I
have said to you, that no one can come to
Me unless it has been granted him from the
Father.’” (John 6:64-65)

“The Right Foundation” part 2
I Corinthians 3:1-15

The immaturity of the Corinthian church
manifested in partisanship along pastoral
lines. Paul has heard that factions emerged
claiming to follow his teaching or that of
Apollos or of others. These party
distinctions are normative under worldly
wisdom but are unwelcome in the church.
The reason such divisions have no place
under godly wisdom is because Paul,
Apollos, and any other preacher or pastor is
quite simply a servant of God. Paul may
have planted the church in Corinth and it
may have seen tremendous growth under
Apollos, but this growth cannot be
attributed to either men but to God alone.
This is a strong word of warning to
churches
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New Members /
Presbyterianism 101

churches today that have a tendency to
create a cult of personality around a
particularly charismatic leader. Likewise,
preachers and pastors cannot let success
(or the lack there of) distract them from
their true calling, which is simply to preach
the gospel in season and out of season.
More striking is Paul’s agreement with
James that teachers of the Word will incur a
stricter judgment. Each planter or waterer
will receive a reward proportionate to his
labor. This hits personally, for my
responsibility
as
under-shepherd
of
minister of the Word is first and foremost to
God my master. (July 31, 2022)

Starting this Sunday at 9:00 AM, I will lead a
New Members/Presbyterianism 101 class.
This is for anyone interested in membership
and for anyone wanting to learn more or
refresher on the basics of Presbyterianism.
The following will be our schedule:
Authority, Sufficiency, and Inerrancy
Five Solae of the Reformation
Historic Confession, Timeless Truth
The Church Presbyterian

Montreat 2022

This year we had our five youth and three
leaders attend the 2022 Montreat Youth
Conference. Look for a future newsletter
from the youth with more details!
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Looking Ahead
Lord’s Day
August 7, 2022
I Corinthians 3:1-15
“The Right Foundation”
part 3

Bible Study
God willing,
returning after
Labor Day

Men’ s Group
God willing,
returning after
Labor Day
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