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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

It is the Session’s opinion that the decisions to mitigate and slow the 
coronavirus have been effective and maintaining them in place is prudent. It 
is also the Session’s opinion that we are beholden to a Great Commission that 
demands we go, make disciples, baptize, and teach according to Christ’s 
commands. The recorded services and studies are adequate stopgaps, but as 
passive ministry, they fall short of Jesus' command. In light of this prudence 
(Romans 13:7) and obedience (Hebrews 10:25), we have created a two-phase 
system to return to active ministry. 

Therefore, the Session, at our May 16 stated meeting, approved returning 
to sanctuary worship on Sunday, May 24, 2020, at our usual 10:00 AM. This 
is phase one of our return, which is just to Lord’s Day Worship. There will 
be no midweek events (Bible Study, Youth Group, Prayer Fellowship, etc.) 
until phase two. In August we will evaluate the situation and consider phase 
two. Since the coronavirus is not eradicated, we must maintain some rules for 
the peace of mind of those around us and to mitigate any potential 
contamination. 
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 “ I strongly 
encourage each of you to pray 
and read the Bible daily” 

1. There is no obligation to come to worship. We will continue to post 
services online, I will continue to post short Bible Study videos, and 
the office will continue to receive pledges by mail. 

2. Only come if you are healthy and consider staying home if you have 
a pre-existing condition that could be worsened by coronavirus or are 
anxious about being around others. 

3. The choir is not obligated to sing, but is at liberty to reconvene at the 
discretion of the choir director and accompanist. 

4. Household units are to maintain a six-foot distance between other, 
non-relative households. 

5. Masks are encouraged for the sake of the peace of mind of others. 
6. Please do not shake hands or come in physical contact with persons 

outside of your household, this includes myself and our musicians. 
7. The offering will be collected at the front, where the plates will 

remain. Congregants are invited to come forward during the offertory. 
8. Our sexton, Mr. Joe Barbour, will be instructed to thoroughly clean 

the sanctuary, especially doorknobs. 

In all things, let us maintain faithfulness to God and His sovereign power. 
This is a perfect opportunity for us to practice what we preach and put faith 
in action. We are citizens of a higher kingdom with a calling that surpasses 
and supersedes, a great commission to go, disciple, baptize, and teach. We 
are also called to be in this world, loving others as Christ has loved us. Let us 
remember that Christ is our Lord; and as our Lord, He is our Master and we 
are His servants. Let us serve the Lord by continuing to serve this community 
as faithfully and safely as possible. 

Grace and peace, 

Rev. Eduardo Soto, Jr., Moderator 

John Erb, Clerk 

 
Session Highlights 

May 2020 
 

• Examined the elders-elect for the Class of 2022 & sustained their examination. 
 

• Decided to return to Worship on Sunday, May 24, 2020, at 10:00 am subject to the 
provisions outlined in Moderator Ed’s draft letter & with the additional provision that the 
choir is not obligated to sing. 

 
• Decided to ordain & install the elders-elect for the Class of 2022 at the May 24, 2020 

Worship service. 
 

• Decided to celebrate the Sacrament of Communion during Worship on the first Sunday of 
each quarter. 



 
• Elected John Erb as Clerk of Session for the 2020-2021 Church year. 

 
• Elected Dennis Janiak as Treasurer for the 2020-2021 Church year. 

 
• Elected Rob Gilliam, Al Smith & Mark Younkin as Assistant Treasurers for the 2020-

2021 Church year. 
 

• Authorized the Prayer Fellowship for the 2020-2021 Church year. 
 

• Appointed Elders Kevin deBernard & Janette Walker as the Sexual Misconduct Response 
Team for the 2020-2021 Church year. 

 
• Reviewed the April, 2020 Treasurer’s Report. 

 
• Approved minutes of the April 19, 2020 Stated Session meeting & the May 3, 2020 

Called Session meeting as presented. 
 

 
JUNE 

 Birthdays Anniversaries 
1 Samantha Janiak  
11 Erika Mabry  
23  Jerry & Martha Moore 

Billy & Darlene 
Robertson 

26 Debbie Berger Chip & Jenny Roark 
28 Terry Walton  

 
2020 Scholarship Awarded to: 

 
       
              Mr. Quinton Monroe      Mr. Bailey Stinnette 
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ON HOLD 
DURING PANDEMIC 

Bible Study 
Bible Study, which normally meets on Tuesdays at 10:00 AM, will be on hold during the 
coronavirus pandemic. Expect courses to resume after Labor Day.  

Prayer Fellowship 
Prayer Fellowship, which normally meets on the Second, Fourth, and Fifth Wednesdays 
in the Pastor’s Study at 9:30 AM, will be on hold during the coronavirus pandemic. 
Expected return after Labor Day.  

Youth Group 
Youth Group, which normally meets on the Second and Third Sundays 5:00 PM, will be 
on hold during the coronavirus pandemic. Expect meetings to resume after Labor Day. 

Session will decide at their August meeting whether and how to return to 
midweek gatherings. 

 

Have you missed a worship service and thought, “Darn, I don’t feel as if my 
spirit has been fed. I wish there was a way for me to experience Sunday’s 
service.” Or maybe you’re the type of person who 
can’t get enough of church and you want to 
experience Sunday over and over again. Well, 
the both of you are in luck!  

Every week we post the video of our Sunday worship service to 
the world wide web. Everything is there, not just the sermon. The 
prayers, the music, the tears and the laughter are accessible to you 
24/7. To watch the videos, simply navigate your web browser to 
https://www.altapres.org/worship-services and watch all the past 
services you want! You can even download a copy of the bulletin 
and Pastor Ed’s sermons. This is a wonderful, but sometimes 
overlooked ministry of the church. The web is a vibrant and 
growing mission field, just as important as any physical place on 
earth! So don’t forget to share that link with your friends and family, so they, too, can experience 
God’s Word! 


