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        Forgiveness is central to the Gospel message. It is as 
much a part of Christianity as the Trinity or Communion. 
Other world religions have aspects of forgiveness woven 
into their theologies, but none other has it at the center 
of faith than Christianity. The cross event, which is so 
integral to who we are, is the purest example of 
forgiveness extended to the human race. Not only are 
Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection signs of forgiveness, 
but also our Lord, himself, frequently preached on 
forgiving. If we were to make a list of the top five 
doctrines of Christianity, forgiveness would certainly be 
included, if doesn’t already come at the head of that 
list. Forgiveness isn’t just a downward activity, it’s not just 
God forgiving us through the cross. We are called to 
offer forgiveness as well. When we are wronged, we are 
not to take up arms against our offender, but extend 
forgiveness. Yet, a look at the world around us would 
lead one to believe no one knows the definition of 
forgiveness! 

By all Scriptural accounts, forgiving is not optional, 
it is imperative. The human race, however, isn’t 
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predisposed to do the godly thing. Our fallen selves 
“can easily block our acting on the knowledge that 
forgiveness is imperative for followers of Christ,” says 
Marjorie Thompson in her book Forgiveness. She speaks 
of two reasons for not offering forgiveness: “I should but 
I don’t want to,” and “I can’t yet.” The first response 
comes about when we feel entitled to something that 
we’ve lost and don’t want to forgive. In these situations, 
Thompson suggests, “It can be a good exercise in self-
examination to ask how much of what we feel is 
legitimate and how much makes a juicy-good story of 
victimhood to elicit sympathy from others.” When we 
allow ourselves to be consumed by selfish desires, we 
can become bitter and angry. We lose sight of the 
bigger picture that God has in store. Thompson urges us 
to ask ourselves, “How do we see a situation when we 
step away from our egos? How broad or high is our 
perspective, and what might God’s perception be? 
What new possibilities lie within the pain of the moment? 
What new life sleeps inside this form of death, waiting to 
be awakened?”  

Furthermore, Thompson affirms that saying, “‘I 
can’t yet’ is a perfectly honest and reasonable 
response and may even be the healthiest response 
under some circumstances.” She continues, “Serious 
offenses against the humanity of a person involving 
physical or psychological trauma cannot be forgiven 
quickly. When we are deeply wounded by betrayal or 
violence, it will take time, perhaps a long time, before 
sufficient inner healing prepares the soil of our hearts to 
nurture the fruit of forgiveness.” We shouldn’t seek to 
hold a grudge or use a person’s contrition against them. 
God has already forgiven us of a debt so unimaginable, 
let us not hold on to the relatively insignificant offenses 
of others and open our hearts to forgiveness. Yet, in 
some cases, it is healthier, for a time, to say, “I can’t 
forgive you right now,” but we should never let that be 
the final word. We should, even in the most painful of 
circumstances, and in due time, open ourselves to 
God’s calling of forgiveness. 
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From Dolores Drumheller before 
her passing… 
 
“I certainly love my church family 
and want to thank you all for all 
your kindnesses, cards, visits, 
flowers and most of all your 
prayers.” 
 
 

 
 
 
Condolences and prayers for 
Dolores’ family.  She’s a beloved 
member of Altavista Presbyterian 
and will be greatly missed.  
 



Altavista Presbyterian Church 
Session highlights 

February 23, 2020 meeting 
 

• Agreed to contribute $150 from ACT for Mission funds to the Claire Parker Foundation on 
behalf of the Youth Group. 

 
• Decided to collect a special offering on March 8, 2020 to benefit the Bahamas & to collect the 

One Great Hour of Sharing offering on Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020, & to match both of these 
offerings from ACT for Mission funds. 

 
• Decided to hold a Maundy Thursday service, including the celebration of Communion, on the 

evening of April 9, 2020 & to hold a Good Friday Service on the evening of April 10, 2020, 
during which the choir will present its Easter Cantata. 

 
• Decided to hold weekly Lenten Evening Services each Wednesday evening, beginning March 4, 

2020 & ending April 8, 2020. 
 

• Reviewed the January, 2020 Treasurer’s Report. 
 

• Approved minutes of the January 19, 2020 Stated Session meeting as presented. 
 

• Called a Congregational meeting for March 15, 2020, following Worship, for the purposes of (1) 
Electing a Class of Elders for 2022 & (2) Holding the annual meeting of APC, Inc. 

 
• Joys & concerns of the congregation were identified.  Moderator Ed prayed for those listed & to 

close the meeting. 
 
 
 

 January-2020 YTD 
Pledges 9,277 9,277 
Non-Pledges 1,797 1,797 
Plate Offering 78 78 
Total Expenses 11,473.79 11,473.79 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Thank you from Alex and Bev Eubank for the cards and well wishes for the passing of Alex’s sister, Doris 
Marie King. 



Sermons This Month 
Mar. 1st • First Sunday in Lent 
GENESIS 3:1-7 
MARK 6:30-44 
“FEEDING FIVE THOUSAND” EXPOSITORY SERIES ON MARK 

Mar. 8th • Second Sunday in Lent 
GENESIS 12:1-4 
MARK 6:45-56 
“WATER WALKING AND HEALING COATS” EXPOSITORY SERIES 
ON MARK 

Mar. 15th • Third Sunday in Lent 
EXODUS 17:1-7 
MARK 7:1-13 
“COMMANDMENTS AND TRADITIONS” EXPOSITORY SERIES ON 
MARK 

Mar. 22nd • Fourth Sunday in Lent 
EZEKIEL 37:1-6 
MARK 7:14-23 
“WHAT DEFILES A PERSON” EXPOSITORY SERIES ON MARK 

Mar. 29th • Fifth Sunday in Lent 
EXODUS 14:15-25 
MARK 7:24-30 
“A GENTILE’S FAITH” EXPOSITORY SERIES ON MARK 



HAPPENING THIS MONTH! 
Bible Study — March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, and 31st  

Bible Study meets every Tuesday morning in the Adult Sunday School room at 10:00 AM. All 
are welcome to join as Pastor Ed leads us through various studies and discussions of Scripture, 
theology, and church history. 

Pastor Ed takes us back to Ancient times with a survey of Israel’s Monarchy. 

• 3/3 Southern Kingdom I (2 Ch. 10-12, 14-16) 

• 3/10 Southern Kingdom II (2 Ch. 17-20, 24) 

• 3/17 Southern Kingdom III (2 Ch. 25-26, 28) 

• 3/24 Southern Kingdom IV (2 Ch. 29-33) 

• 3/31 Southern Kingdom V (2 Ch. 34-35, 2 Ki. 25) 

Prayer Fellowship — March 11th and 25th 
Prayer Fellowship meets on the Second, Fourth, and Fifth Wednesdays in the Pastor’s Study at 
9:30 AM. All are welcome to join us in prayers for our church, community, nation, and the world. 
If you have any prayer requests for the Fellowship, please contact the main office. 

Youth Group — March 8th and 29th     
Youth Group meets on the Second and Fourth Sundays in the Youth Room at 5:00 PM. All youth 
between Sixth and Twelfth grades are welcome. The Youth will be treated to a meal and will 
fellowship throughout the evening. 

This month, the youth shall meet on the second and fifth Sundays. 

This Spring, Pastor Ed will combine Youth Group lessons with Confirmation group sessions.  

 
`MARCH 

 Birthdays Anniversaries 
2 Susan Gilliam  
5 Betsy Soto  
9 Margaret Liebchen  
17 Kevin deBernard  
22 Dean Smith  
31 Brenda Cuthbertson  
 Stephanie Moehlenkamp  



Kairos Prison Ministry 
 

As most of you know, I volunteer with Kairos Prison Ministry, reaching out to people incarcerated in 20 
Virginia’s men’s and women’s prisons. I will be part of the Kairos # 21 event at Green Rock Correctional 
Center in Chatham, to be held March 24-27, 2020. We are part of Kairos Prison Ministry International and are 
active in 35 states and 6 countries. The Kairos Program which we bring to Green Rock is a short course in 
Christianity presented by a volunteer team of laymen and clergymen to 42 chosen residents. These residents 
experience firsthand the love of Jesus Christ. Following the program, there is a 1-day instructional workshop, an 
annual 2-day retreat and monthly reunions. Kairos is present year—around. One of our Chaplains has remarked, 
“Kairos is love in action It is, by far, the most dynamic and effective program for changing the lives of 
incarcerated men and women I have ever seen. “Participants have said, “I was lost… Without hope… I never 
knew what real love was, but now I do…I found Jesus Christ!” 
 
Homemade cookies is an example of Agape, unconditional love, that we give to the 42 residents during the four 
days with us and they can eat all they want. We also give a dozen cookies and a dozen greeting cards to each 
resident in the Correctional Center (1500 residents) plus the correctional officers and staff. We need 30,000 
cookies for this event. I have asked members of APC to bake cookies for me to be brought to the Church 
Fellowship Hall on March 22. Homemade cookies are a tangible expression of Christian love and an indication 
of God’s concern for a group of people who seldom encounter either in the course of their daily lives. Your 
loving sacrifice will provide “bread” that shines the light of God’s Grace into the darkest corners of a prison 
unit. May God bless you for the gift of baking. 
 
Each Kairos program cost about $5000.00. Our volunteer team must be housed near the prison during the 
program. We must purchase many supplies which are used. If cookies are not your thing I am asking for your 
prayers and if you sense God speaking to your heart you can make a financial donation made out to “Kairos of 
Virginia” and drop off at the church, it will certainly be appreciated. Thanks for your continued support of the 
Kairos Prison Ministry.  
                                                                       Ron 

 
 
 
 

 
A big thank you to all who participated in our 2019 Operation Christmas Child mission! With your donations 
we were able to pack and send 48 shoebox gifts, Gospel Opportunities. Our gifts have been delivered to 
children in Peru and Colombia.  
  
Since I started tracking in 2007 we have provided 875 gifts to Operation Christmas Child. Thank you for your 
continued support of this wonderful ministry! 
  

Barbie Andrews 

 
 



 

Month of March 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
10 AM Worship 
Communion/ 
Children’s Church 

2 
 

3 
10 AM Bible Study 
in Adult SS Room 
 

12 Noon -Men’s 
Lunch – Taste of 
Italy 

4 
12:10 PM Lenten 
Service  
 

7 PM Holden 
Evening Prayer 

5 6 7 
4 PM Claire Parker 
Dodgeball 
Tournament at AHS 

8 
Worship/Children’s 
Church 
 

Stewardship Coffee 
Hour after Worship 
 

Daylight Saving 
Time begins 
 

5 PM Youth Group 
Mtg. 
 
Collect Special 
Offering for the 
Bahamas 

9 
7 PM Boy Scouts 
Mtg. in FH 
 

6 PM Ministry 
Beyond Mtg. 
 

 

10 
10 AM Bible Study 
in Adult SS Room 
 
 

11 
12:10 PM Lenten 
Service  
 

9:30 AM Prayer 
Fellowship 
 

10:30 AM 
Women’s F. Mtg. 
 

7 PM Holden 
Evening Prayer 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
Worship/Children’s 
Church 
 

Called 
Congregational 
Mtg. after Worship 
 
Session Meeting 
after called meeting 
 

 

16 
7 PM Boy Scouts 
Mtg. in FH 
 
 

 

17 
8:30 AM Bingo-
Dialysis Center 
 

10 AM Bible Study 
in Adult SS Room 
 

12 Noon -Men’s 
Lunch – El Cazador 
 

1 PM Bingo-
Dialysis Center 
 

 

18 
8:30 AM Bingo-
Dialysis Center 
 

9:30 AM APC 
Serves Lunch @ 
Daily Bread 
 

12:10 PM Lenten 
Service  
 

1 PM Bingo-
Dialysis Center 
 

1 PM DAWN 
Board Mtg. 
 

7 PM Holden 
Evening Prayer 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
11 AM Memorial 
Service for Dolores 
Drumheller, family 
will receive friends 
one-hour prior 
 

6 PM Movie Night 

22 
Worship/Children’s 
Church 
 

Koinonia Lunch and 
Stewardship 
Brainstorming after 
Worship 
 

23 
7 PM Boy Scouts 
Mtg. in FH 

 
 

24 
10 AM Bible Study 
in Adult SS Room 
 

April Link Deadline  
 

25 
9:30 AM Prayer 
Fellowship 
 

12:10 PM Lenten 
Service  
 

7 PM Holden 
Evening Prayer 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
10 AM Worship 
Children’s Church 
 

5 PM Youth Group 
Mtg. 
 

30 
7 PM Boy Scouts 
Mtg. in FH 
 

 

31 
10 AM Bible Study 
in Adult SS Room 
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