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From our Pastor… 
 
          At the start of every new year, people often create “New 
Year’s Resolutions.” Lose X-amount of pounds. Learn a new 
language. Get a better job. Visit X-location. New Year’s 
resolutions are as varied as we are. Which means they are the 
epitome of our individualistic culture. Now don’t get me wrong. 
There’s nothing wrong with New Year’s resolutions. But as 
Christians, we shouldn’t be surprised at the number of selfish 
resolutions that we make. More often than not, a resolution is 
more about how I can better my life, than it is about taking more 
steps to glorify God. 
 If New Year’s resolutions are your thing, don’t let me 
stop you. I just want you to think about maybe adding one or 
two resolutions that bring glory and honor to God. In fact, the 
first Sunday of January happens to fall right on Epiphany 
Sunday. This is the Sunday when the church universal 
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celebrates the arrival of the Wise Men. They followed the star 
that lead them straight to Bethlehem. That star guided their 
journey and directed their path. On Epiphany Sunday, we’ll all 
get an opportunity to have our 2019 guided by a “star word.” 
This will be a word that will—hopefully—shape your actions 
for the new year. As we mold our lives to reach our resolution 
goals, may we all remember to keep in priority the Savior of our 
souls. 
 

Ed Soto 
 
	
	

Sermons	This	
Month	

 
Jan. 6th • Epiphany Sunday 
FIRST	SCRIPTURE	LESSON	 	 ISAIAH	60:1-6	
SECOND	SCRIPTURE	LESSON	 	 MATTHEW	2:1-12	
SERMON	 	 	 	 “G.P.S.:	GOD	
POSITIONING	SYSTEM”	

Jan. 13th • Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
FIRST	SCRIPTURE	LESSON	 	 ISAIAH	12:1-3	
SECOND	SCRIPTURE	LESSON	 	 HEBREWS	10:19-
25	
SERMON	 	 	 	 “AM	I	SAVED?”	

Jan. 20th • Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
PULPIT	SWAP	WITH	BERRY	HILL	PRESBYTERIAN	CHURCH	
REV.	BETSY	R.	SOTO	

Jan. 27th • Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
GUEST	PREACHER	
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OF BIBLES AND BLING 

 
            The Bible hunkers in a glass case, all thousand parchment leaves, its spine more than a foot tall. 
The first page is open to an illumination of an eighth-century scribe. The mammoth book is the Codex 
Amiatinus the star of an exhibition, Anglo-Saxons Kingdoms, now showing at the British Library in 
London. 

The Codex Amiatinus is a giant Northumbrian Bible that was taken to Italy in 716 as a gift for the shrine of 
St. Peter. It never made it to Rome. The monk delivering it died in Italy, and the Bible stayed in Tuscany. It returns to 
England for the exhibition for the first time in 1300 years.  

Nearby is a tiny book, the St Cuthbert Gospel, still in its original dark red goatskin binding. It contains the 
Gospel of John and is the earliest intact European book. Its survival is a near miracle. Hidden in the coffin of St. 
Cuthbert from the early eighth-century until 1104, it escaped the ninth and tenth-century Viking destruction of Anglo-
Saxon libraries. Its binding, word spacing and leather tooling were influenced by Irish, Italian, and Coptic styles, and 
show the connection of Anglo-Saxon England to the wider world. 

You marvel at the planning involved in producing these works. A tenth-century manuscript that looks like 
word puzzles contains beautiful, complex pieces of word-craft that are grid-poems with different layers of meaning. A 
golden cross with a palindromic Latin inscription, (meaning it can be read the same forward or backwards, such as 
mom, radar, or deed), is centered on a page. Underneath the cross is the kneeling image of the author. 

In addition to the religious manuscripts, more prosaic documents are on display, among them the 
earliest known letter written in English, and the eleventh-century Domesday Book, which lists land and 
resources for tax purposes. A farming document mentions a herd of sows and young swine and the rental 
of a fen, a wetland with peaty soil. The will of a wealthy woman describes bequests of bed linens, 
books, bracelets, and cups. 

The exhibition has a lot of bling. There’s the Sutton Hoo belt buckle, excavated from a seventh-
century ship burial. Crafted with intertwining snakes, birds, and other beasts, it’s a lump of gold 
weighing almost a pound. Imagine wearing that on your paunch. A scabbard slide from the same 
excavation is studded with finely cut garnets from India or Sri Lanka that glow like cat eyes.  

Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms gives us a glimpse into the culture of a distant age, whose religious and 
artistic products surprise us with their extraordinary craftsmanship and complexity. The exhibition is 
open until the middle of February. If you don’t plan to visit the British Library, as most of us don’t, you 
can view highlights of the exhibition online.  

       —M. Liebchen 
 

 
 
 
	 November-2018	 YTD	
Pledges	 7,572	 93,970	
Non-Pledges	 1,525.25	 14,070.75	
Plate	Offering	 25	 891.05	
Total	Expenses	 10,395.61	 122,416.68	
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Happening This Month! 
Bible Study — January 8th, 15th, and 29th  
Bible Study meets every Tuesday morning in the Adult Sunday School room at 10:00 AM. All are 
welcome to join as Rev. Soto leads us through various studies and discussions of Scripture, theology, 
and church history. 

The Byrds immortalized the first ten verses of the third chapter of Ecclesiastes with their 1965 hit Turn, 
Turn, Turn. Truth be told, it doesn’t take a band to make the Bible famous, but it did rekindle some 
interest in Scripture in a time when many in America felt the nation was moving away from its 
Christian heritage. Having said that, the book of Ecclesiastes isn’t known for much else outside of those 
opening verses to chapter three. However, this book is a very important counterweight to the book of 
Proverbs. Join us for Bible Study as we take an in-depth look at this intriguing book. 

• 01/08/19 – All is Vanity (chs. 1-2) 
• 01/15/19 – Vanity of Work (chs. 3-4) 
• 01/29/19 – Vanity of Wealth (chs. 5-6) 
• 02/05/19 – Wisdom vs. Folly (chs. 7-9) 
• 02/12/19 – Wise Living (chs. 10-12) 

Prayer Fellowship — January 2nd, 16th, and 30th  
This month the Prayer Fellowship is meeting on the First, Third, and Fifth Wednesday in the Pastor’s 
Study at 9:30 AM. All are welcome to join us in prayers for our church, community, nation, and the 
world. If you have any prayer requests for the Fellowship, please contact the main office. 

Youth Group — January 13th and 20th   
This month the Youth Group is meeting on the Second and Third Sunday in the Youth Room at 5:00 
PM. All youth between Sixth and Twelfth grades are welcome. Pastor Ed will lead a series of 
discussions on the basic Reformed theology and spiritual practices. The Youth will be treated to a meal 
and will fellowship throughout the evening. 

The Youth Group is hosting a Chili Cook-off and Bingo fundraiser on January 12th.  

											January												Birthdays							-	 Anniversaries	

5	 Caroline	Peerman	 	
11	 Billy	Robertson	 	
15	 	 	
	 	 Jack	&	Alline	Ritzer	
16	 Kathi	Bogert	 	
18	 Holly	Roark	 	
20	 	 Mark	&	Stephanie	Moehlenkamp	
22	 	 	
29	 	 Alex	&	Bev	Eubank	
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MONTH	OF	JANUARY	2019	

Sunday	 Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday	 Saturday	
 
 

 
 

 

1 
New Year’s Day 
Office Closed 
 

2 
9:30 AM Prayer 
Fellowship  
 

No Second Helping 
Lunch 
 

3 
 

4 5 
 

6 
10 AM –Worship/ 
Communion 
Children’s Church 
 

 

7 
7 PM Boy Scouts 
Mtg. in FH 
 

6 PM Ministry 
Beyond Mtg. at 
Church 
 

8 
10 AM Bible Study 
in Adult SS Room 
 

12 Noon -Men’s 
Lunch -Hibachi 
Grill 
 

6:00 PM Christian 
Ed Mtg. @ Church 
 

9 
10:30 AM Women’s 
Fellowship Mtg. in 
Adult SS Room 
 

11-12:30 PM 
APC Serves the 
Second Helping 
Lunch 
 

5:30 PM Property 
Mtg. in Adult SS 
Room 
 

10 11 12 
6 PM Youth Group 
- Bingo & Chili 
Cook-off in FH 

13 
10 AM –Worship/ 
Children’s Church 
 

Session Mtg. after 
Church 
 

5 PM Youth Group 
 

 

14 
7 PM Boy Scouts 
Mtg. in FH  
 

 

15 

10 AM Bible Study 
in Adult SS Room 
 

 

16 
9:30 AM Prayer 
Fellowship  
 

9:30 AM APC 
Serves Lunch-Daily 
Bread 
 

11-12:30 PM 
-Second Helping 
Lunch 
 

1PM DAWN Board 
Mtg.- Adult SS 
 

17 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 

20 
10 AM –Worship/ 
Children’s Church 
Pulpit Swap- Rev. 
Betsy Soto 
Preaching 
 

5 PM Youth Group 
 

21 
7 PM Boy Scouts 
Mtg. in FH  
 

Pastor Ed on 
Vacation  
 

22 
12 Noon -Men’s 
Lunch – Applebee’s 
 

Pastor Ed on 
Vacation  
 

23 
11-12:30 PM 
-Second Helping 
Lunch 
 

Pastor Ed on 
Vacation  
 

24 
Pastor Ed on 
Vacation  
 

25 
Pastor Ed on 
Vacation  
 

26 
7 PM Church Wide 
Ice Hockey Outing 
at Lahaye Center 
 

Pastor Ed on 
Vacation  

27 
10 AM –Worship/ 
Children’s Church 
 

Pastor Ed on 
Vacation 

28 
7 PM Boy Scouts 
Mtg. in FH  
 

February Link 
Deadline 
 

29 
10 AM Bible Study 
in Adult SS Room 

 

30 
9:30 AM Prayer 
Fellowship  
 

11-12:30 PM 
-Second Helping 
Lunch 
 

31   
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