ALTAVISTA
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

THE LINK
NOVEMBER 1, 2018

OUR VISION, OUR HEARTS, AND OUR DOORS ARE ALWAYS OPEN

From our Pastor…

Rev. Eduardo Soto, Jr.
434-369-5286, office
434-219-5648, mobile

Most of you know that I was raised in the Pentecostal tradition.
When some hear the word Pentecostal, images arise of charismatic
preaching, singing, dancing, and speaking in tongues. Now, by no means
am I saying this is a false or hollow way to worship! In my youth, my
mother, was adamant that I worship charismatically. But I can recall
times when I just wanted to sit in the music and just meditate on the
words of Scripture or the feelings in my heart. There are times to speak
and times to keep silent, as we are reminded by Ecclesiastes. There are
times when we come to God in contemplation, and through this
contemplation, we enter into a deep union of love with Him. When we
sit and read the Psalms or even chant the Psalms like the Benedictine
Monks or Taizé Community, we allow for prayer to happen through
both word and breath. Far too often, our lives are filled with noise.
Sometimes we can tune out hums and drums, but other times we can be
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startled by noise. But most often, people are more startled by silence and
the awkwardness of a speechless room.
Sometimes we need to experience a Mount Horeb moment. You
may recall the story of the Prophet Elijah and his experience of trying to
hear God’s voice. We try to hear His voice in and through the
cacophony of everyday life, but sometimes He isn’t in the noise. In the
stillness we can find His voice, and that voice says things to us that
might be perceived differently when the voice comes in through chaos.
Silence offers a different perspective. I think back to Elijah, who was
familiar with the loud hullabaloo of God’s might. He was probably
expecting to hear God’s voice in the wind, the earthquake, and the
firestorm. Elijah was familiar with the extraordinary and the bold. He
was fed by ravens in the wilderness, gave an abundance of food to a
widow, raised the selfsame widow’s son, summoned fire from heaven,
and slain hundreds of false prophets. Elijah sounds like the main
character to an action movie. Here he is, waiting on the Lord, and is
surprised to hear God’s voice in the silence. We can do this, too,
because we are not alone. We are not Elijah, but we have the same Spirit
that was with him.
Before his ascension, Jesus promised his disciples to leave them
with a guide. The Holy Spirit is here to help us and to guide us. He
speaks to us, and that voice can come to us in the silence. When we are
sitting there and meditating on the words of Scripture, the Spirit may
draw our attention to a word or conjure up images in our minds; these
are ways He speaks to us. In the noise, we may become distracted and
get lost in the hubbub. Prayer centers our focus on God, and in silent
prayer, we can hear new things. Each of us hears different things; God
speaks to us in our time and in our need. But I can say for certain that
God speaks love to us. If there is any specific way to pray, it is in love,
with love, and through love.
Grace and peace,
Rev. Ed Soto

Sermons This Month
NOV. 4 TH ALL SAINTS’ DAY
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
SERMON

PSALM 24:1-10
REVELATION 21:1-6
“DWELLING WITH THE LORD”

NOV. 11 TH THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
SERMON

HEBREWS 7:23-28
JOB 42:7-11
“A JUST RECOMPENSE?”

NOV. 18 TH THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
SERMON

HEBREWS 8:1-7
RUTH 1:15-18
“BOUND AND DETERMINED”

NOV. 25 TH CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
SERMON

HEBREWS 9:11-14
PROVERBS 8:12-21
“WISDOM PERSONIFIED”

Thank you…
Dear APC Family,
Ted and I would like to thank everyone for the cards, notes, and acts of kindness shown
during this time. We have witnessed the results of the many prayers and continue to ask
for your wonderful support as Ted progresses. This will be a long difficult journey, but
with God’s grace, mercy and healing he will come out a stronger man.
Love and peace be with you all.
Louise Phillips

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Our Operation Christmas Child Christmas Tree
went up Friday, Oct 19. The tree has ornaments with
items listed to purchase for our shoebox gifts. When
you choose an ornament please put your name beside
the corresponding number on the list which is on the
table beside the tree. All items need to be returned to
the church by Sunday, November 4th. If you wish to
participate and are unable to shop for items just let
me know and I'll be glad to shop for you!
The Youth Group Packing Party for the Shoebox
Gifts will be Sunday, November 11 after worship.
We will watch the OCC video, pack the gifts- this year we're planning on 68 and hope to get a few
more - and finish with a pizza lunch. Everyone is welcome to join us!
We have two opportunities to go to Charlotte to volunteer at the Operation Christmas Child
Processing Center. The first is Tuesday, November 20 from 1-5pm and the second is Saturday,
November 24 from 2-6pm. Youth must be at least 13 years old to participate. There are sign-up
sheets on the bulletin board. Please sign-up by Sunday, November 11 so we have time to get the
on-line registration done.
We have donated 757 shoebox gifts - Gospel Opportunities - since 2007! Thank you for your
continued support of this wonderful ministry we work to help spread God's love around the world.
Barbie Andrews
Ministry Beyond the Congregation Committee

Altavista Presbyterian Church
Session Highlights
October 24, 2018 meeting
•

Approved up to $750 from ACT for Mission funds to purchase Operation Christmas Child
shoeboxes & to pay for shipping costs for the shoeboxes.

•

Because the Hanging of the Greens worship service will be held on December 2, 2018, moved
the celebration of Communion from December 2, 2018 to December 9, 2018.

•

Adopted a 2019 Operating Budget with Income of $126,030 & Expenditures of $143,782.

•

Reviewed the September, 2019 Treasurer’s Report.

•

Approved minutes of the September 16, 2018 Stated meeting as presented.

•

Elected Carolyn Lees as Commissioner to the November 16, 2018 Presbytery meeting to be held
at First PC, Danville & Kevin deBernard as Alternate Commissioner.

•

Elected Mark Younkin & Stephanie Moehlenkamp as Session representatives to the 2019
Nominating Committee.

•

Called a Congregational meeting for November 18, 2018 following Worship for the purposes of:
(1) Presenting the 2019 Operating Budget; (2) Reviewing & approving the Pastor’s 2019 Terms
of Call; & (3) Electing the 2019 Nominating Committee.

•

Joys & concerns of the congregation were identified. Moderator Ed prayed for those listed & to
close the meeting.

Pledges
Non-Pledges
Plate Offering
Total Expenses

3
5
6
10
16
19
21
24
26
27

September-2018
8,260
966.25
15
12,775.36

Birthdays
Jeremy Larkin
Allison Mabry
Alline Ritzer
Geraldine Kauffman
Megan Ingram
Dana Taylor, Eann Janiak
Dean Barbour

YTD
75,842
10,709.25
723.50
97,415.85

Anniversaries

Frank & Barbara Podrebarac
John Tucker, Darlene Robertson
Lillian Copes

MONTH of NOVEMBER
Sunday

Monday

4

5

10 AM –Worship/
Communion
Children’s Church

7 PM Boy Scouts
Mtg. in FH

Tuesday

6
12 Noon -Men’s
Lunch -Tuscan Grill

Wednesday

7

8

9

10

11-12:30 PM
-Second Helping
Lunch

5:30 PM Worship
Committee Mtg. @
Church

16

17

11

12

13

14

10 AM-Worship/
Children’s Church

7 PM Boy Scouts
Mtg. in FH

10 AM Bible Study
in Adult SS Room

9:30 AM APC
Serves Lunch at
Daily Bread

OCC Packing Party
following Worship

6:00 PM Christian
Ed Mtg. @ Church

Saturday
3

10 AM Bible Study
in Adult SS Room

Daylight Saving
Time Ends

Friday
2

6 PM Ministry
Beyond Mtg. at
Church

Return OCC Items

Thursday
1

5:30 PM Property
Mtg. in Adult SS
Room

15

7 AM Breakfast in
Fellowship Hall
8 AM-2 PM CleanUp Day at APC

9:30 AM Prayer
Fellowship @
Church
10:30 AM Women’s
Fellowship Mtg. in
Adult SS Room

11-12:30 PM
-Second Helping
Lunch
1PM DAWN Board
Mtg.- Adult SS

18

19

20

21

22

10 AM –Worship/
Children’s Church

7 PM Boy Scouts
Mtg. in FH

10 AM Bible Study
in Adult SS Room

No Second Helping
Lunch

12 Noon -Men’s
Lunch – Main
Street Café

Church Office
Closes at Noon

Thanksgiving Day
Church Office
Closed

Congregational Mtg
after worship
Receive Thanksgiving
Offering

1-5 PM Process
Shoeboxes at OCC
Processing Center
Charlotte, NC

Session Mtg. after
Church

26

27

28

10 AM - Worship/
Children’s Church

7 PM Boy Scouts
Mtg. in FH

10 AM Bible Study
in Adult SS Room

9:30 AM Prayer
Fellowship @
Church
11-12:30 PM
-Second Helping
Lunch

29

24
2-6 PM Process
Shoeboxes at OCC
Processing Center
Charlotte, NC

December Link
Deadline

25

5 PM Youth Group
Mtg. @ Church

23

30

Daily Scripture Readings
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
November 1
Acts 9:10-18

November 4

November 5

Isaiah 25:6-9
Romans 8:1-17
Psalm 24
Revelation 21:1-6
John 11:32-44
November 11
Job 42:1-17
Psalm 34:1-8
Hebrews 7:23-28
Mark 10:46-52
November 18
Ruth 1:1-18
Psalm 146
Hebrews 9:11-14
Mark 12:28-34
November 25
II Samuel 23:1-7
Psalm 132:1-18
Revelation 1:4-8
John 18:33-37

November 12
John 11:1-16

November 19
Philippians
1:12-18

November 26

November 6

November 7

2 Timothy 1:1- 1 Peter 2:21-25
14

November 13

November 14

John 11:17-27 John 11:28-37

November 20
Luke 12:1-12

November 27

Matthew 16:21- John 6:15-21
28

November 21

November 8

November 15
John 11:38-44

November 22

John 1:43-51

November 29
Acts 17:1-9

Saturday

November 2
Luke 6:27-36

November 3
John 9:1-12, 3541

November 9

Romans 14:1-21 Matthew 6:2534

Colossians 4:1-6 Matthew 20:116

November 28

Friday

November 10
Matthew 19:16-29

November 16
Acts 17:22-23

November 17
Romans 6:1-11

November 23
John 5:30-47

November 24
Acts 10:34-38

November 30
1 Corinthians
15:20-28

With the recent hurricanes and other weather related happenings, Presbytery of the Peaks has
opportunities for disaster assistance available. Please read the Oct. 30 Peaks Posting for information.
To view Peaks Postings go to the website http://www.peakspresbytery.org/, then click on the
“Resources” tab at the top, then click on “Peaks Postings” and select the date you want to read.

BROWN
Brown as a color gets little respect. It’s
the result of mixing the primary colors red,
yellow, and blue, is considered a shade rather
than a hue. It was one of the first colors used by
humans. Coming from common iron oxides
found in the earth, it is the color of handprints
and drawings on prehistoric cave walls.
Medieval artists considered brown
corrupt. They disliked mixing colors, preferring
pure materials to reflect the glory of God.
However, the ancient Egyptians, Greeks and
Romans used browns, as did Renaissance artists.
The luminous subjects in Rembrandt’s and
Caravaggio’s paintings gaze at us from shadows
of warm and cool browns.
Brown was a cheap dye reserved at first
for clothing for the poor. The wealthy took up
the color in hunting clothes, as did the military
when it dawned on generals that it was better for
soldiers to blend into a battlefield terrain. The
red, bright blue, and emerald-green uniforms of
smoke-filled battlefields gradually disappeared,
and by the First World War, khaki had become
the preferred color of military uniforms.
Buff, a buttery, pale grayish brown, was
also used in military uniforms, and along with
blue was George Washington’s choice for his
soldiers’ uniforms.
Fallow, one of the oldest color names in
the English language, is a faded caramel brown.
It describes fields resting between seasons and
animals whose coats blend into their
surroundings. Fallow described horses in
Beowulf, a greyhound in Shakespeare, and the
deer that the Norman nobility hunted in England
after the 1066 invasion.
Umber, a dark brown-citrine color, is
one of the iron-oxide ochers found on early cave
walls. Russet is an orange ashy-gray brown and
originally was a coarse, woolen cloth dipped in
leftover dyes and worn by the poor. Its
reputation rose after the Black Death, and the

shade became symbolic of honesty, humility,
and manliness.
Sepia, a burnt coffee-brown derived
from the ink of cuttlefish, has long been used by
artists and writers. The ancient Romans wrote in
sepia ink, and Leonardo da Vinci used it in his
sketches. From the 1860s to the 1930s, sepia
was used to tone photographs, making them
more stable than silver-based prints. Today’s
digital cameras are equipped with software
features that mimic sepia-toning, and
photographers can alter their digital photos in
their homes with computer software that
captures that nostalgic tone.
Taupe, a pastel, gray-brown, describes
tones of make-up and elegant clothing. There’s
also burgundy, café au lait, chestnut, chocolate,
dun, mahogany, tawny, walnut, and puke, the
last named, not after what you think, but after a
woolen fabric.
In my opinion, the most unusual brown,
because of its origin, is a rich brown shade
derived from bitumen, a semi-solid form of
petroleum used for centuries as a medicine. As a
pigment for artists, the original source of this
rich brown was Egyptian mummies, thence its
name, mummy brown. Until the end of the 19th
century, a brisk trade existed in mummy parts.
There was some debate as to which parts of a
mummy produced the richest brown, the arms
and feet, the bones and bandages, or the head.
Demand dropped off due to squeamishness, and
in the 1960s a British art shop sold its last
mummy part.
Brown, about as basic a shade as you
can get, is symbolic of the earth and of the
common man. Often the color of a monk’s robe,
it signifies humility and God’s connection with
the commonplace and the ordinary. Brown
reminds us of His love and care.
—M. Liebchen
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