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Presbyterian Link Presbyterian Link 
The new year is upon us 
and we have used up 
1/12th  of the year al-
ready.  Time is flying.  
This is the year I will 
celebrate my 50th anni-
versary of graduating 
from Handley High in 
Winchester, VA.  Al-
ready I have received 
notice that we will have 
a class reunion in the Fall 

at a football game.  I cannot believe it has 
been 50 years.  Seems like it was yesterday.  
There really is something to the saying, 
“Time flies when you are having fun.”   Sev-
eral folks here at Altavista Presbyterian have 
asked me when we were going to get on with 
the business of searching for a pastor.  Well, 
as we come down the stretch of one year 
since Ralph left us, it does seem at times as if 
we are plodding along at a rather slow rate.  
However, I can promise you that things will 
pick up beginning with this coming Sunday.  
At our luncheon following worship, the Mis-
sion Study Team will begin to share with you 
the data from the survey we took back in 
November.  Our goal is to cover the material 
in three segments.  Each of these segments 
will take place at a church wide lunch.  Then 
we are asking the Elders to call their cluster 
families together for a more intimate discus-
sion of where you envision the future of Alta-
vista Presbyterian.  All the data from the 
three meals and the small group gatherings 
will be studied by the Mission Study Task 
Force and a Mission Design Report written.  
This report will hopefully capture the essence 
of where the members of Altavista believe 
God is leading them over the next few years.  
It will include a short history of the church, 
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an analysis of what is presently happening and 
the hopes and dreams of the congregation 
with regard to the future.  In all of this our 
prayer is that the Holy Spirit will be leading 
us and opening up new areas of mission that 
will challenge us in our corporate life.  When 
the report is finished we will have another 
church wide luncheon with plenty of time to 
react and respond.  If necessary, we can sug-
gest changes and additions at that point.  The 
Mission Study Task Force will take these sug-
gestions and revise the report.  Then, if all 
goes well, we will ask the Session to call a 
congregational meeting for the first Sunday in 
June for the purpose of approving this report 
and for the election of a Pastor Nominating 
Committee.  At that point the work of the 
Mission Study Task Force will be complete 
and the Pastor Nominating Committee will 
begin the process of filling out Presbytery’s 
forms and then reviewing resumes.    For 
those of you who feel that we are moving 
slowly, I want to encourage you by saying 
that we are moving “deliberately” toward the 
final goal of calling a new pastor to serve 
Altavista Presbyterian Church.  The impor-
tance of the Mission Design Report is that the 
PNC will be able to review resumes with the 
stated goals and objectives of the congrega-
tion in mind.  The PNC will be looking for a 
pastor who has the talents and skills that mesh 
with the mission of this congregation.  There-
fore, it is my hope that we will all keep the 
Mission Study Task Force in our prayers as 
they complete their work, that we all will 
participate in the meals and small group 
events, and that we will remember that time 
really does fly and in God’s time schedule, it 
will not be long before the very person which 
God has already ordained to become our pas-
tor will be right here in our midst. 
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 SESSION HIGHLIGHTS JANUARY 18, 2009 MEETING  

 

F INANCIAL SNAPSHOT 

 

 

 December 2008 YTD 
Pledges  $10,759.00 $126,708.00 

Non-Pledges       $785.00                     $7,625.00 

Plate Offering        $602.51                     $5,285.40 

Total Expenses $12,011.94 $117,231.40 

 

• Approved an additional expenditure of $150 from ACT for Mission funds to cover the additional expense of food for the 
Second Helping Fellowship dinner.  At the last Session meeting, $200 was approved to be taken from ACT for Mission funds 
to pay for the food for this event.  Actual cost for the food was $350. 

• Approved a $750 scholarship for Vika Henderson to help defray her costs at Lynchburg College.  Vika was awarded a $1,000 
scholarship to attend Sweet Briar College last year.  Vika did not complete the year at SBC and $750 of the scholarship was 
refunded to APC.  Vika has enrolled at LC this year. 

• Reviewed the December 2008 Financial report. 

• Approved the following changes to the 2009 Operating Budget: 

 •Reduce Pledge income from $133,352 to $128,200, thus reducing Total Income from  $145,802 to $140,650. 

 •Under Part-time Staff expenditures, increase Organist pay from $0 to $7,725, increase SSN/Medicare & WH from  
 by 3%, which is consistent with other Part-time Staff  raises. 

 •Increase Office Equipment, Maintenance from $600 to $1,600 to facilitate the purchase  of a new desk top computer 
to replace a malfunctioning laptop; thus increasing Total Operating Expenses from $13,870 to $14,870.  These changes 
increased Total Expenses  from $129,858 to $132,208. 

• Approved payment of $750 to Dot Hogan to compensate her for the 15 weeks she had volunteered her time to accompany 
the choir during their Wednesday practices and Sunday worship when another organist was being paid to play. 

• Approved minutes of the December 21, 2008 Stated meeting as presented. 

• Approved the 2008 Non-Financial Statistical Report information. 

• Accepted Sandi Smith’s resignation from the Session with regret.  Elder Anne Mabry volunteered to take Sandi’s place on the 
Nominating Committee and she was appointed Chairman by the Session.  Elders Anne Mabry and Mark Younkin volunteered 
to take members of Sandi’s Cluster into their Clusters. 

• Elders John Tucker and Rob Gilliam volunteered to conduct the review of the 2008 Financial information. 
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CALLS 

I have a call that was 

handed down, an unre-

strained call I learned as 

a child. My grandmother 

called it, my mother, 

too, and my daughters know the sound. Whenever my 

grandchildren hear it, they grin. It’s a call that brings home 

the cats. 

It starts off like a tobacco auctioneer’s chant: HERE 

kittykittykittykitty, HERE kittykittykittykity. Kid-EE (a 

whoop), kid-EE. KIT-ty. Kittykittykitty etc. 

When my husband first heard it, he was startled, to say 

the least. When the neighbors heard it, they probably said: 

There she goes again. Nevertheless, I celebrate the call be-

cause it’s a part of me, though I’ve learned to use it infre-

quently, so as not to disturb the neighborhood. 

The purpose of the call and the way it has come down 

through the years reminds me of the refrains we hear in 

church: the summons to worship, the call-and-response of 

“Peace be with you,” the invitation to partake bread and 

wine. Like my come-home call, they pull us from the outside 

world, tell us it’s time to come in. They were proclaimed by 

the saints we have known in the past, passed on to lodge in 

our brains and will be imbedded, we hope, in the hearts of 

those who take our place.    

A good caller puts feeling into his song, and the listen-

ers respond to the words. So, I stand in the door and chant, 

and the cats come running from all directions, those four-

legged creatures with brief, feline lives. God grant we hu-

mans react to our Christian calls with at least as much zeal, 

our lives being gifted with eternal souls  

     ~ M. Liebchen 

PETS 

I remember when I was a child, watching Granddaddy 

peel an apple with his pocket knife. He could make one long 

strip of peel, which hypnotized me as it curled, a perfect strip 

from a perfect apple. I remember asking a question as I watched 

him one day: Granddaddy, do pets go to heaven? 

He didn’t stop peeling one bit. “No,” he said. “They go 

back into the earth. Pets don’t have souls.” 

He didn’t know it, but at that point, I lost interest in 

the apple. The idea that Tittles, Smokey and Jack wouldn’t go to 

Heaven was devastating. I decided I didn’t want to go there, 

either. The thought that our pets turned to dust was bleak. 

Since then, throughout the years, I’ve wondered: How 

can an animal, with shining eyes that communicate, with a dis-

tinct personality and an expressive face, become nothing when it 

dies? How can a pet, almost human in response, not have a soul, 

even a lesser one than ours? 

I’ve think I’ve finally figured out an answer to those 

questions. Love is like Granddaddy’s apple peel, a long fragile 

strip that with care, does not break. If Heaven is a perfect place, 

I reason, then it makes sense that the love we share here is also 

present there, even on four legs, tails wagging, ears alert, love 

speaking in woofs, chirps and purrs. Our love for our pets and 

their response is a dim mirror image of a greater compassion: 

that of Christ’s love for us and our simple attempts in return. 

With thoughts like these, God grant that the Church 

doesn’t kick me out.       ~ M. Liebchen  
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CONGRATULATIONS ! 
 
Baby girl, granddaughter of Dianne 

Emmett, born January 7. 

 

Nicholas Clay Smith, grandson of Al 

and Jeannie Smith, born January 14. 

Thanks!Thanks!Thanks!Thanks!    

Bill and Sue Ferguson and family thank everyone 

for their good wishes, kind thoughts, cards, phone 

calls, and food the past several months.  Sue’s 

mother was especially appreciative of the warmth 

with which she was welcomed into Altavista Presby-

terian Church and the Altavista community.  She 

has successfully returned to living on her own in her 

home in Florida 

February  

Koinonia Luncheon 

The February Koinonia 
luncheon will follow Worship 
Sunday February 1.  It will 
be a pre-Super Bowl Party.  
Please bring your favorite 
party appetizer, dessert, or 
other type of food to share.   

Mission Study Task Force 

 

The Mission Study Task Force will present the 
findings of our survey following the Koinonia 
luncheon Sunday February 1. 

 

Next Committee Meeting Night :  March 10 

WANTED:  COMMUNION SERVERS 
  

We would like to invite everyone in the congregation to be a Home Com-
munion Server.  Please call the church 
office at 434-369-5286 if you are inter-
ested and Bob will schedule a time of 
training.  If there is anyone who has 
served before and would like to take a 
refresher course in home communion, 
please let Bob know. 

 

 



        PRESBYTERIAN L INK 

February 1 Sunday  

   9:00 am   Sunday School for Adults 

  10:00 am   Communion/ Worship 

       Canned Food Sunday 

       2 Cents-A-Meal Offering 

       Children’s Church & Sunday  
       School for 4th & 5th Graders 

                 Koinonia Luncheon following 
       Worship 

February 3 Tuesday 

  10:00 am   Circle I meets in the Parlor 

  11:45 am   Presbyterian Men meet for 
       lunch at Main Street Emporium 

   7:00 pm   Circle II meets in Parlor 

February 4  Wednesday 

   9:30 am     Prayer Fellowship-Pastor’s 
       Study 

  11:00-12:30   Second Helping Lunch 

   6:00 pm   Adult Choir Practice 

February 7 Saturday 

  Young Adult Group Ice Skating and Dinner 

February 8 Sunday 

  9:00 am   Sunday School for Adults 

  10:00 am   Worship 

       Children’s Church & Sunday  
  School for 4th & 5th Graders 

February 11 Wednesday 

  9:30 am     Prayer Fellowship-Pastor’s 
       Study 

  11:00-12:30   Second Helping Lunch 

   6:00 pm   Adult Choir Practice 

February 14   

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR     FEBRUARY 2009 

February 15 Sunday 

  9:00 am   Sunday School for Adults 

  10:00 am   Worship 

  Children’s Church & Sunday    
  School for 4th & 5th Graders 

  Stated Session Meeting immediately  

  following Worship 

February 18 Wednesday 

  9:30 am     Prayer Fellowship-Pastor’s  
      Study 

  11:00-12:30   Second Helping Lunch 

   6:00 pm   Adult Choir Practice 

February 22 Sunday   

    9:00 am   Sunday School for Adults 

  10:00 am   Worship 

       Children’s Church & Sunday   
        School for 4th & 5th Graders 

February 25 Wednesday 

   9:30 am     Prayer Fellowship-Pastor’s  
           Study 

  12:10 pm   Lenten Service 

   6:00 pm    Adult Choir Practice 
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Date K-3 Group 4-5 Group 

Feb1 Anne Hecht Doug Hecht 

Feb 8 Bev Eubank Kevin deBernard 

Feb 15 Chip Roark Kelly deBernard 

Feb 22 Margaret Liebchen Rob Gilliam 

Mar 1 Shirley Vuncannon Sang-il Lee 

Mar 8 Barbie Andres Christine Oliver 

Mar 15 Maxine Montague Dennis Montague 

HELPERS FOR CHILDREN’S CHURCH 



BIRTHDAYS     

 

707 Broad Street 
Altavista, VA 24517 

Phone: 369-5286 
Email: altapres@embarqmail.com 

Website: www.altapres.org 
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