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Friendship im-
proves happiness 
and abates misery, 
by doubling our 
joy and dividing 
our grief.  -- 
JOSEPH ADDISON 

Saying goodbye 
to this kirk and 
its people has 
turned out to be 
much harder 

than I had imagined. 

I always knew it would be difficult.  One 
doesn’t put down a hundred months of 
roots and expect them to turn loose with 
hasty ease.  But what has surprised me is 
just how strenuous a good goodbye can be, 
how much it takes out of a person.  A col-
league of mine recently wrote that “grief is 
the tax we pay on loving others.”  That 
makes sense to me right about now.  It’s 
probably why so many people in this life 
seem to “cut and run,” because they intui-
tively understand that loving and just de-
partures are hard work for the heart. 

Still, it is a blessed work.  If grief is indeed a 
tax then it is a levy well spent for me, a 
privilege upside-down, a measure of the 
bonds of friendship and partnership we 
have enjoyed over these years.  Truth be 
told, I am honored to ante up here at the 
end.  After all, my belief is that such bonds 
not-easily-undone are part and parcel of 
the gospel. 

During my time as your preacher, I have 
tried to make a business out of preaching 

REMINDERS FOR           

MAY 

• May 2 ~  Men’s lunch at 
Napoli’s 

• May 4 ~ Ordination/     
Installation of Elders 

• May 4 ~ Baptism of Lillian 
Copes 

• May 10 ~ Reception for the 
Hawkins family 

• May 11 ~ The Hawkins’ 
final Sunday at APC 

• May 11 ~ Congregational 
Meeting 

• May 13 ~ Committee    
Meeting Night 

• May 17 ~ Session Retreat 
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 DOUBLING MY JOY 

that very point: bonds with Jesus Christ 
necessarily and happily create bonds 
among his people.  You can’t have Jesus 
without his people, and 9 times out of 
10, why would you want to?  If there has 
been a text that has guided me in this 
near-decade theme, surely it has been 1 
Thessalonians 2:8—We loved you so much 
that we were delighted to share with you not 
only the gospel of God but our lives as well, 
because you had become so dear to us. (NIV) 

I remember well the first time I became 
acquainted with this little sentiment, 
buried in the preface to one of Paul’s 
major epistles.  It was in seminary, in an 
upstairs classroom, around a table with 
several classmates and a theologian.  The 
topic was “evangelism in pastoral minis-
try,” and I had just been complaining 
about all the negative baggage the term 
“evangelism” carried for me at the time. 

During my freshman year at a large uni-
versity, I had joined a Christian ministry 
group whose favorite activity was to 
scour the campus dormitories knocking 
on doors and passing out tracts.  I had 
joined mostly for the fellowship, but was 
quickly recruited for the weekly canvas.  
I hated every minute of it, mostly because I 
never could shake the feeling that we 
could have just as easily been selling dish-
washing powder, or insurance, or drugs.  
It always felt to me as though Jesus—the 
sacred and saving Jesus that had been so 
interwoven into my life since infancy—
was simply to us a commodity, one more 
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product to peddle door to door.  We’d gather in our monthly 
meetings and compare numbers, everyone patting themselves 
on the back for the “incredible witness” they were to their 
fellow students. 

If that was “evangelism,” then I had already had enough.  But 
to my astonishment, our theologian—a professor of evangel-
ism, no less—agreed with my assessment.  He related his own 
similar experience from another era, his taking place on a 
beach somewhere.  And when I asked in frustration what the 
proper antidote to all this was, he pointed me to 1 Thessaloni-
ans 2:8.  “For Paul,” he explained, “the gospel must always be 
shared in the context of genuine love, amidst growing rela-
tionships.  We share the gospel; we share our lives.  In the 
most faithful of circumstance, the two always go hand in 
hand.” 

I had never had someone put it that way before; moreover, I 
had never noticed Paul’s little litmus test for proper faith-
sharing—this little text, buried in the Thessalonian letter.  
Until that day, I had assumed that one had to throw the evan-
gelism-baby out with the bathwater-experience of my under-
graduate days.  As such, Paul’s expression of affection to the 
Thessalonian Christians was a Godsend to me.  A new light 
turned on my in my theological head; suddenly I could imag-
ine what, in fact, a robust Christian community looked like: 
As we share the news of Jesus, we share our lives—and vice 
versa.  To paraphrase Joseph Addison: The grief we lay at the 
cross of Christ is divided among the saints who bear it with us; 
the joy we experience in the news of God’s Easter-grace is 
doubled by the gift of sharing it with others.  “Friendship im-
proves happiness, and abates misery.”  Relationships protect 

the news about Jesus from collapsing into yet another com-
modity for selling and consuming; the gospel truth keeps our 
common church relationship from decaying into yet another 
run-of-the-mill human organization.  And so it goes, hand in 
hand. 

In more than 400 sermons over nine years, we’ve listened 
together to a lot of Biblical texts, we’ve collectively covered 
a lot of holy ground.  But this New Testament theme—
sharing with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well—
has certainly woven itself into many a sermon on many a Sun-
day. As such, it seems like a fitting place to end. 

I want you all to know what an inestimable privilege it has 
been to be your preacher and teaching elder over these many 
years, to be a steward among you of the good news of Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection.  But I also want you all to know 
what a blessing your friendship has been to me and my fam-
ily—your support, your concern, your responsiveness.  On 
both fronts—preaching and personal—you have doubled my 
joy. 

Altavista Presbyterian Church, 

I have loved you so much that it has been my delight to share with 
you not only the gospel of God but my life as well, and the life of the 
Hawkins family, because you have become so dear to us. 

I could not have said it better myself. 
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        A  Farewell CelebrationA  Farewell CelebrationA  Farewell CelebrationA  Farewell Celebration    
    

Please join the members of Altavista Please join the members of Altavista Please join the members of Altavista Please join the members of Altavista     

Presbyterian Church for coffee and dessert as we say goodPresbyterian Church for coffee and dessert as we say goodPresbyterian Church for coffee and dessert as we say goodPresbyterian Church for coffee and dessert as we say good----bye to our beloved bye to our beloved bye to our beloved bye to our beloved 
Pastor and his family.Pastor and his family.Pastor and his family.Pastor and his family.    

    

Reverend Ralph Hawkins, Elizabeth and Ella will be Reverend Ralph Hawkins, Elizabeth and Ella will be Reverend Ralph Hawkins, Elizabeth and Ella will be Reverend Ralph Hawkins, Elizabeth and Ella will be     

moving to a congregation in Pennsylvania and this will be the last chance to give moving to a congregation in Pennsylvania and this will be the last chance to give moving to a congregation in Pennsylvania and this will be the last chance to give moving to a congregation in Pennsylvania and this will be the last chance to give 
them your best wishes. them your best wishes. them your best wishes. them your best wishes.     

    

Altavista Presbyterian Church Fellowship HallAltavista Presbyterian Church Fellowship HallAltavista Presbyterian Church Fellowship HallAltavista Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall    

May 10, 2008May 10, 2008May 10, 2008May 10, 2008    

7:007:007:007:00————9:00 p.m.9:00 p.m.9:00 p.m.9:00 p.m.    

    



 

TAKE NOTE 

MISSION NEWS  
FROM M INISTRY BEYOND THE CONGREGATION 
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To Altavista Presbyterian Church Members 

APC has been so faithful to visit and care for my     
father, Cecil Wills, at the Odd Fellows Home in 
Lynchburg.  I wanted to let you know that his health 
is failing and hospice has come to help him through 
this time.  His doctor states that he is just "wearing 
out".  He had a brief stay in hospital 2 weeks ago and 
is back at Odd Fellows at this time. I would request 
prayers for his peace.  

Blessings to all,  
Carol McCartney  

 

 

SESSION RETREAT 

 

Saturday, May 17 

8 am 

Altavista Presbyterian Church 

 

June Koinonia Lunch 

 

Soup and Salad  

 

Sunday, June 8 following Worship 

 

 

No Children’s Church May 11 

Mission Projects for 2008 - 2009 

 

The Ministry Beyond the Congregation Committee will be focusing on the following 
mission projects in the coming year: 

• Frannie’s House which provides assistance in cases of spousal abuse 

• Altavista Adult Day Care Center 

• Volunteer Farm 

 

The One Great Hour of Sharing offering 
collectd $1422.  That amount will be 
matched from ACT for Missions funds for a 
total gift of $2844. 
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 March 2008 YTD 

Pledges $12,983.00 $29,144.00 

Non-Pledges      $755.00      $2,375.00 

Plate Offering      $613.00      $1,795.61 

Total Expenses $10,900.72 $55,843.98 

F INANCIAL SNAPSHOT 

 

 

Altavista Presbyterian Church 
Session Highlights 

April 20, 2008 

 

• Sustained the examination of the four Elders-elect and welcomed them to the Session, with their work beginning June 1, 
2008. 

• Decided to Ordain and to Install Ron Coleman, Jennifer McCrickard and Stephanie Moehlenkamp; and to Install Sandi Smith 
during Worship on May 4, 2008. 

• Adopted the minutes of the March 16, 2008 Stated Session meeting as presented. 

• Heard a report from the Clerk on the General Assembly Permanent Judicial Commission recent decisions regarding the 
Peace, Unity and Purity Report (PUP). 

• Asked the Ministry Within the Congregation Committee to prepare, distribute, collect and collate the Time and Talent 
sheets for 2008-09. 

• Moderator Ralph asked Caroline Peerman to assume the responsibility for securing preachers each Sunday until an Interim 
Pastor is hired. 

• Mark Younkin announced that three mission projects the Ministry Beyond the Congregation committee will be focusing on in 
2008-09 are Frannie’s House, Altavista Adult Day Care Center, and Volunteer Farm.  He also announced that the One Great 
Hour of Sharing Offering had collected $1,422.  That amount will be matched from ACT for Missions funds for a total gift to 
OGHS of $2,844. 

• Anne Mabry announced that the next Koinonia event will be a soup and salad lunch following Worship on June 8, 2008 and 
that there will be a reception for the Hawkins family in the Fellowship Hall May 10, 2008 from 7:00 to 9:00 pm. 

• Martha Moore announced that Vacation Bible School will be held at First Baptist Church from June 21 – 26, 2008, from 6:00 
to 8:30 each evening.  She also announced there will be no Children’s Church May 11, 2008. 

• Decided to move Communion from May 4, 2008 to May 11, 2008. 

• Approved a request from Lynn and Earl Copes to baptize their daughter, Lillian Rose Copes, on May 4, 2008. 

• Decided to reimburse Pastor Ralph for the six weeks of unused leave he has accrued. 

• Offered prayers of intercession for persons identified as in need of prayer. 
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FOR AND ABOUT KIDS 

SUMMER CAMP REMINDER 

 Are you getting tired of this cold weather?  Are you ready for some summer 
fun?   Consider attending a session or two at Camp Hat Creek.  There are camping 
experiences for children from rising 1st graders through high school seniors.  New this 
year is a weekend Family Camp (July 5th & 6th).  This would be a great way to intro-
duce your children to camping or to share your children's camp experiences as a fam-
ily.  If your registration is postmarked by April 30, you will receive an Early Bird 
Discount.  There are also scholarships available.  If you are interested, or just want 
more information, please see Carolyn at church, or Martha Moore.  Summer will be 
here before you know it! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Keep June 22 - 27, 6:00 - 8:30 pm, open for Vacation Bible 
School.  We will be partnering with First Baptist Church of Altavista 
and possibly some other churches in the area.   

The curriculum is SONWORLD and involves an amusement park 
theme.  We will begin on Sunday night and end with a picnic on Friday 
night.  There will be classes, crafts, music, and more for children from 
ages three to thirteen.  We may also have an adult component.   

Of course, we will need lots of help to  make this a successful experi-
ence!  We are so fortunate to have so many talented members of our 
church.  Please be willing to share your talents - whether in teaching, 
arts & crafts, preparing food, leading music, etc.   

Representatives from our Worship and Discipleship Committee will be 
attending a planning meeting and will be able to share more detailed information following the meeting.  There will be sign-up 
sheets in the bulletin soon.  Please fill them out so that we will know how many people to plan for.  Our goal is 100!   

This is a wonderful opportunity for all of us to participate in a meaningful community endeavor. 

Church Bulletin Bloopers 
 

• The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare’s Hamlet in the Church basement Friday 

at 7 pm.  The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy. 

• For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs. 

• Next Thursday will be tryputs for the choir.  They need all the help they can get. 

~ Thanks to Martha Moore    
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May 2 Friday 

 11:45 am   Presbyterian Men’s Friday lunch at    
       Napoli’s 

  

May 4 Sunday 

 10:00 am   Ordination/ Installation of Elders 

     Baptism of Lillian Copes 

     2 Cents-A-Meal Offering 

     Canned Food Sunday 

  

May 6 Tuesday 

 10:00 am   Circle I meets in Parlor 

 7:00 pm     Circle II meets in Parlor 

  

May 7 Wednesday 

 6:00 pm    Choir practice 

  

May 10 Saturday  

 7 - 9 pm    Reception for the Hawkins Family 

  

May 11 Sunday 

  

  

 10:00 am   Communion 

     Congregational Meeting with Nancy 
     Dawson 

     The Hawkins’ final Sunday at Altavista 
     Presbyterian Church 

  

May 13 Tuesday 

 7:00 pm    Final Committee Meeting Night for the 
     Fiscal Year 

 

  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR         MAY 2008 

 

May 14 Wednesday 

 6:00 pm    Choir practice 

  

 

May 17 Saturday  

 8:00 am    Session Retreat with Nancy Dawson at  
     APC 

  

May 21 Wednesday 

 6:00 pm   Choir practice 

  

May 26 Monday 

 Link deadline 

  

May 28 Wednesday 

 6:00 pm   Choir practice 

 

Contact information  for Ralph & Elizabeth 

 

Ralph and Elizabeth HawkinsRalph and Elizabeth HawkinsRalph and Elizabeth HawkinsRalph and Elizabeth Hawkins 

259 Gateway Road259 Gateway Road259 Gateway Road259 Gateway Road 

New Wilmington, PANew Wilmington, PANew Wilmington, PANew Wilmington, PA     16142 16142 16142 16142 

 

ralph_hawkins@hotmail.comralph_hawkins@hotmail.comralph_hawkins@hotmail.comralph_hawkins@hotmail.com    

ethawkins@hotmail.comethawkins@hotmail.comethawkins@hotmail.comethawkins@hotmail.com    



BIRTHDAYS    

 

707 Broad Street 
Altavista, VA 24517 

Phone: 369-5286 
Email: altapres@embarqmail.com 

Website: www.altapres.org 
Return service requested 

ALTAVISTA PRESBYTERIAN 
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