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REMINDERS FOR         
SEPTEMBER 

• 6 ~ Labor Day  - Office Closed 

• 7 ~ Women’s Fellowship in 
Parlor 

• 7 ~ Men’s Lunch at Main Street 
Emporium 

• 7 ~ Committee Meeting Night 

• 11 ~ Ice Cream Social 

• 12 ~ 100th Anniversary Service 
and Koinonia Luncheon 

• 19 ~ Session Meeting 

• 19 ~ TWYG Meeting 
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Every now and then something happens in my life that reaffirms that God is in Heaven and 
All is Well with the World.   I need to tell you that my two years as Interim at Altavista Pres-
byterian has been one of those happenings.  We have had a wonderful two years together.  
The ministry of Altavista did not fall apart and indeed in many ways it was strengthened.  
Sometimes I felt like a broco rider, riding  a steed fresh off the plains.  It became apparent to 
me early on that the members of Altavista Presbyterian took full responsibility for what hap-
pens by way of church programming.  All I had to do was hang on for dear life.  I’ll never 
forget the first time I came to preach.  I wasn’t even hired as Interim yet.  I guess you might 
call it a “trial” sermon.  Someone handed me a bulletin and said, “do you want someone to 
read the scripture for you”?   Well, I thought that I might be able to read a few lines of scrip-
ture, so I said “no thank you, I can do it.”   That’s when I realized that the worship was Lay 
Led.   What a wonderful two years I have had in worship with you, because I was not the 
Lone Ranger up there at the pulpit doing everything.  So, I got to worship just like you do for 
the first half of the service.  There are some wonderful Lay Leaders who know how to share 
their faith.  The Elders who open the worship with the welcome and announcements are 
truly spirit filled individuals who are not afraid of sharing something of their own personal 
journey.  What a difference this made in my approach to scripture and sermonizing.  But 
most wonderfully, it freed me up to sing with the choir.  How I love to sing.  I have to say 
that singing in the choir is right up there on top of my list of “Ten Best Things About Altavista 
Presbyterian”.   And I am going to miss the hard times which the Tenors gave the Bases.  
Working with Stephanie and Dot to harmonize the music with the season of the year and the 
message of the scriptures has been a wonderful experience. 

I mentioned the Elders and how they open each worship service.  Well, that is not all they 
do!  They are a group of caring individuals who actually take seriously the physical and spiri-
tual life of the congregation.  It has been apparent in everything they have done.  I’ve never 
had a Clerk of Session who knew what the Book of Order actually says.  And John did not 
hesitate to stop me when I transgressed the Book, which I did quite often.  Hopefully, in 
years to come, you will inspire others to study the Book of Order and enjoy Presbytery 
Meetings like John does.  It has been a rich experience sitting beside him at Presbytery.  The 
Session is the heart of this church, and with Christ as the Head, then the arms and legs and the 
eyes and the ears (most of us) will truly fulfill the call of God to be a congregation that loves 
and serves The Lord.   One admonition:  we as a congregation need to support the Elders as 
they gather the cluster groups together for fellowship and inspiration.  Every member and 
every prospective member is in a cluster group.  Let these small groups be a place where 
ideas can be exchanged, where folks can be nurtured, where the love and support of Christ 
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 June 2010 YTD 

Pledges  $9,955.90 $59,247.90 

Non-Pledges     $700.00                       $3,544.00 

Plate Offering     $291.50                       $1,398.68 

Total Expenses $22,342.74 $82,057.55 

can be poured out on each other.  These cluster groups can become the place where new members are assimilated into the life of 
the congregation. 

I cannot complete this thank you message without sharing with you the pure joy that I have experienced in working with Carolyn 
Doss.  I have told you all before and I say it again,  I have never had a church secretary who has exhibited so profoundly the spirit of 
Christ in her every day demeanor and her willingness to serve this congregation and the pastor.  I’d like to clone her and take her 
with me to my next assignment.  But, alas, that is not possible.  Her gentle and calm spirit has established an atmosphere in the 
office that even a leaky air conditioner cannot disrupt.  Thanks, Carolyn! 

Finally, let me thank every member for the loving way that they have received Elaine and me into your midst.  Truly, you have 
made these two years a journey of joy.  The new members who have joined during my ministry will now have a chance to wel-
come a new pastor as if they were long time members. Elaine and I have made friends at Altavista who will always be close to our 
hearts.  We will keep you all in our prayers.  If I listed each member who impacted me and made my ministry a thing of joy, we 
would not have enough paper to run off the LINK.  Suffice it to say that each of you has found a place in my heart and I will not 
soon forget you.  May God continue to bless Altavista Presbyterian Church as it opens a new chapter in its life and service to 
Christ.    Amen. 

Altavista Presbyterian Church  Session highlights 
August 15, 2010  

• Voted to send flowers and a resolution to Kelsy Brown’s home church for her ordination service on August 22, 2010.  Mem-
bers of the PNC will facilitate. 

• Voted to collect a special offering for Habitat for Humanity on August 29, 2010 and to match that offering with ACT for Mis-
sion funds. 

• Voted to hold Mission Workers Sunday on October 31, 2010, to ask Pix Mahler to speak at this event, and to move the Octo-
ber Koinonia lunch to this date. 

• Voted to distribute information regarding two television programs available to local affiliates (“Hurricane Katrina Five Years 
Later” for NBC affiliates & “Kepulihan:  Stories from the Tsunami” for ABC affiliates) to APC members for the purpose of 
asking members to petition the local affiliates encouraging them to broadcast these shows. 

• Approved the following fundraisers for the youth groups:  a yard sale, a spaghetti dinner, a coffee sale, and a sub Sunday.  
Funds raised will be used to defray the cost of summer camps and donations to charitable causes. 

• Reviewed the July, 2010 financial report. 

• Approved minutes of the July 18, 2010 Congregational meeting and the July 18, 2010 Stated meeting as presented. 

• Approved a request from Life Line Screening to rent the Fellowship Hall on November 30, 2010 from 8:15 am to 4:30 pm. 

• Approved the removal of Sue Simmons from our Active Roll because she has moved her membership back to the congrega-
tion from whence she came to APC. 



 100th Anniversary Celebration Calendar of Events 
 

  

 September 11  Ice Cream Social with Invited Guests 
  

 September 12  Special Worship Service followed by Koinonia  
     Lunch with Invited Guests  
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 July 2010 YTD 

Pledges   $9,805.00 $69,052.90 

Non-Pledges     $450.00                       $3,994.00 

Plate Offering     $533.22                       $1,931.90 

Total Expenses $13,891.79 $95,949.34 

 

Joyce Mason 
 

Joyce Mason now makes her home at Autumn Care, Room 
404, in Altavista.   

Joyce and Joe continue to appreciate you prayers and visits. 

 

 

 

YOUTH 
GROUP  

 

YARD SALE 

 

October 2 

At the 

FIRE STATION 

Please collect “stuff” for the sale and  

watch for further information. 

 

Frances Harvey 

 

Frances Harvey is now living in the Memory Care Center at 
Wilburn Gardens in Fredericksburg, VA.  Cards and letters 
for Frances should be sent to Bruce Harvey, Jr., at 1432 Can-
dlewood St., Fredericksburg, VA, 22407.  



  Thank you from the Property Committee 

 Many thanks to all those women, men and one teenager who came out on Monday, August 9th 
and Tuesday, August 10th and so graciously gave of their time and energy to work at the 
manse to clean and get it ready for Kelsy.  It looks great!  It is all freshly painted, the floors are 
refinished, the windows are washed and as many of you have noticed, the front door has a new 
look.  Also, thanks to the generosity of some of our members there is a new cabinet in the 
downstairs bathroom,  new light fixtures in the dining room and downstairs bath.  A new ceiling 
fan in the kitchen, a new mirror in the upstairs bath and the outside light fixtures by the front 
door have been replaced as the old ones had rusted. The basement walls have been painted to 
keep it dry and the deck has been power washed  and sealed. 

 Hopefully we have made the manse an inviting and welcoming home for Kelsy's arrival.  Thank 
you again for all that you did to make it happen.   

 

PROFILES OF RECENT NEW MEMBERS 

August 15, 2010 

  

Mrs. Sandra (Sandy) Nearhood comes to Altavista Presbyterian from Brick Presbyterian 

Church in Perry, NY.  She comes by re-profession of faith.  Sandy is the mother of six 

sons.  She has seven grandchildren and one more on the way. 

  

Mr. Adam Michael Nearhood, Sr. comes to Altavista upon profession of faith, having 

been baptized as an infant at Brick Presbyterian Church in Perry, NY.  Adam works for 

Dusty Ducts and is a member of the Virginia Defense Force.  This is a State quasi-

military force which the Governor can call upon in case of an emergency, helping out in 

times of disasters and public need.  Adam enjoys hunting and fishing and looks forward 

to sharing these with his son, Adam Jr. (AJ). 

  

Aulbrey Heath comes to us on re-profession of faith from New Moun Creek  Primitive 

Baptist Church.  Aulbrey is Adam’s partner and they have set their wedding date for May 

28th, 2011.  Aulbrey is a stay at home mom caring for their four month old son, Adam 

Michael Nearhood, Jr.  who received the sacrament of infant baptism. 

  

We welcome these four individuals into the life of this congregation with the prayer that 

they will grow in spirit and that they will become important players in the ministry of 

this branch of Christ’s Church. 
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SEPTEMBER 1  WEDNESDAY 
   9 am  Prayer Fellowship - Pastor’s Study 

   10 am  Second Helping Lunch 

SEPTEMBER 5  SUNDAY 
   9 am  Sunday School for Adults 

   10 am  Worship/Communion 

SEPTEMBER 6  MONDAY 
     Labor Day - Church Office Closed 

SEPTEMBER 7  TUESDAY 
   10 am  Women’s Fellowship Meeting in the Parlor 

   11:45 am Men’s Lunch at Main Street Emporium 

   7 pm  Committee Meeting Night 

SEPTEMBER 11  SATURDAY 
   3 - 5 pm  100th Celebration - Ice Cream Social in Fellowship 
     Hall 

SEPTEMBER 12  SUNDAY 
   9 am  Sunday School for Adults 

   10 am  100th Anniversary - Special Service of Celebration 

     Lunch immediately after Worship 

SEPTEMBER 15  WEDNESDAY 
   9:30 am  Prayer Fellowship - Pastor’s Study 

   11 - 12:30 am Second Helping Lunch 

SEPTEMBER 19  SUNDAY 
   9 am  Sunday School for Adults 

   10 am  Worship/Children’s Church 

     Session immediately after Worship 

   5 pm  TWYG Meeting 

SEPTEMBER 22 WEDNESDAY 
   9:30 am  Prayer Fellowship - Pastor’s Study 

   11 - 12:30 am Second Helping Lunch 

SEPTEMBER 26 SUNDAY 
   9 am  Sunday School for Adults 

   10 am  Worship/Children’s Church 

   5 pm  TWYG Meeting 

SEPTEMBER 29 WEDNESDAY 
   9:30 am  Prayer Fellowship - Pastor’s Study 

   11 - 12:30 am Second Helping Lunch 



 

707 Broad Street 
Altavista, VA 24517 

Phone: 369-5286   FAX:  434-309-1289 
Email: altapres@embarqmail.com 

Website: www.altapres.org 
Return service requested 
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Previous Links can be found on the 
website 

www.altapres.org 

1 Sarah Craig 

2 Vika Henderson 

4 Keegan deBernard 

4 John Roark, IV 

15 Hannah Alley 

15 Karen Blaesing 

15 Ella Hawkins 

17 Alma Rou ntry 

20 Ja Martin 

20 Les Woodie 

23 Dabney  Hanson 

25 John Larkin 

1 Al & Jeannie Smith 

4 Dennis & Linda Janiak 

4 John & Denise Tucker 

BIRTHDAYS  &   ANNIVERSARIES      


