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REMINDERS FOR           
MARCH 

• March 2 ~ Men’s Luncheon 

• March 2 ~ Committee Meeting 
Night 

• March 14 ~ Congregational 
Meeting 

• March 21 ~ Session Meeting 

• March 28 ~ Palm Sunday 
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Have you ever stopped to contemplate the 
way that God works?  Almost all my life, at 
least that part of it I remember, God has 
been opening and shutting doors in ways 
that absolutely astound me.  Sometimes, 
right out of nowhere, something will take 
place that changes the direction of my life. 
And often I don’t even know what is taking 
place at the time.  It is only as I get past the 
moment and look back that I see God’s hand 
at work. 

 

I remember attending a Presbytery meeting 
one Saturday just after I had completed my 
work as Interim at a Church in Greensboro.  
We gathered for worship and I sat down 
beside two gentlemen who looked rather 
forlorn.  At the close of the service I intro-
duced myself to them and discovered that 
they were Elders from Sandy Ridge Presby-
terian Church up near the Virginia border.  
They mentioned that they had been unable 
to attract a minister.  As I listened, it be-
came clear to me that God had led me to sit 
in that pew for a reason.  Within two 
weeks, I was visiting with them and within 
two months, the COM of Presbytery had 
approved me as their stated supply.  We had 
a wonderful five year ministry there and 
they still call me to come back for home-
comings. 

Continued on Page 2 

 

The key is to be constantly aware of the pos-
sibility that God is leading you into relation-
ships and situations where God can use you 
in a mighty way.  Often we are too locked 
into our plans and our hopes and dreams.  
So, we aren’t emotionally and spiritually 
available to see God at work in our lives.  
However, God can break through the walls 
we construct around ourselves, and God can 
open us up to new possibilities. 

 

Do you think it is just a coincidence that The 
Rev. Chang Sung and his wife Sunny Kim 
found their way to Altavista Presbyterian 
several weeks ago?  Oh no!  God has a won-
derful plan and purpose.  We simply have to 
ask how we fit into that plan.  On the other 
side of the globe in a rather large city 
(Pusan, Korea)  there is a congregation of 
Presbyterians who love The Lord just like 
we do.  And God sent their pastor to live 
among us for some rest and relaxation. 
What is God saying to us?  Is there an oppor-
tunity for ministry here?  Rev. Sung says that 
he began the Church, after receiving his 
Seminary training in California, in the living 
room of his apartment.  Now he has about 
80 believers and they meet in a rented 
room.  The next step is to find a place to 
build, not only a church, but a Christian 
School.  Wow!  Could we here in Altavista 
become a part of building a new Church in 
Korea?  And a Christian School?  And I’m 
not talking about money, although that cer-
tainly is a good part of the involvement.  But 
could we look down the road three to five 
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Pastor’s Corner continued from Page 1 

years to a time when our youth, along with some of our 
adults would fly to Korea and help construct the building, 
and teach vacation bible school?  And is there a possibility, 
using computer link-up, that we could exchange greetings 
and prayers with that budding congregation? There are lots 
of congregations that have “sister” congregations in other 
parts of the world.  Why can’t we?  Just think of the possi-
bilities! 

In helping another Faith Community to grow and expand, 
we will grow and expand as well. 

As always, you don’t have to agree with me.  Just think about it.  
And if you think that God is speaking to us, then have a word 
with the Ministry Outside the Congregation committee and let 
your feelings be known. 

 

Love and Peace,    

 Pastor Bob 

  

 

100TH ANNIVERSARY 1910 ~ 2010 
UPDATE 

Hold the Date:  Sunday, September 12Hold the Date:  Sunday, September 12Hold the Date:  Sunday, September 12Hold the Date:  Sunday, September 12    
 

The 100th Anniversary Planning Committee has held its first meeting and plans 
for the celebration are underway.  While the 100th Anniversary will be celebrated on 
September 12 during Worship service and a meal following, the committee plans a 
number of additional activities throughout the year. 

Any one interested in joining the committee is welcome as are suggestions for activi-
ties.  Suggestions can be left in the Suggestion Box in the hall outside the church 
office or emailed to billsueferguson@aol.com.   

Pictures, articles, and other remembrances are needed!Pictures, articles, and other remembrances are needed!Pictures, articles, and other remembrances are needed!Pictures, articles, and other remembrances are needed!    
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 January 2010 YTD 
Pledges      $7,542.00    $7,542.00 

Non-Pledges        $430.00                        $430.00 

Plate Offering       $160.00                         $160.00 

Total Expenses $13,458.97 $13,458.97 

Session Highlights 
February 21, 2010 

 

 

 

• Approved the Church Information Form (CIF) as presented by the PNC and thanked the PNC for the quality of their work. 

• Approved the collection of the One Great Hour of Sharing offering on March 28, 2010 (Palm Sunday) and the matching of this 
offering from ACT for Mission funds after the 2010 disbursement has been received. 

• Approved the Reverend Chang Hyun Sung to preach February 28, 2010.  Rev. Sung will preach in Korean and Sang-il Lee will 
interpret. 

• Called a Congregational meeting for March 14, 2010 following worship for the purposes of (1)Electing a Class of elders for 
2013 and (2)To hold the annual meeting of APC, Inc. 

• Reviewed the January, 2010 financial report. 

• Approved a 12 month extension (maximum allowed) to Pastor Bob’s Interim Contract. 

• Approved minutes of the January 17, 2010 Stated meeting as presented. 

• Approved the rental of our Fellowship Hall free of charge to the Frannie’s House Committee to hold a luncheon to benefit 
Frannie’s House on May 1, 2010. 

• The Clerk reported on the February 20, 2010 Presbytery meeting. 

Hospice Volunteer Training Schedule for 2010 
 

Centra’s Hospice of the Hills training sessions will be held on the following dates: 

 February 17 and 24 from 10:00 - 2:00  June 15, 17, and 22 from 5:30 - 8:00 

 September 22 and 29 from 10:00 - 2:00  November 10 and 17 from 10:00 - 2:00 

The Centra Hospice Office is located at 2097 Langhorne Rd in Lynchburg, just past Holy Cross School.  If interested, please pre-
register by calling Linda Noble at 522-2655 or Terri Layne at 941-5612.  For more information, please see Jeannie Smith. 
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Men’s  Luncheon  
 
 

Main Street Emporium 
Tuesday, March 2 11:45 

 

LENTEN SEASON FOCUS 
 

Henri Nouwen was one of the most innovative and influential spiritual writers of the 
past century.  At a time when he was most seeking God’s radical love and forgiveness, 
he encountered Rembrandt’s famous painting The Return of the Prodigal.  Nouwen 
recognized its power to communicate our need to love and be loved.  Nouwen’s great 
classic,  The Return of the Prodigal Son reveals God’s promise that we can always re-
turn to our true home.  This Easter Season, we will focus our thoughts as a congrega-
tion on the great painting by Rembrandt, and we will use Nouwen’s booklet  The Re-
turn of the Prodigal Son  as inspirational guides throughout the Lenten season.  Each 

family will receive a copy of the booklet and we will have a very good copy of  Rembrandt’s masterpiece in the church for our 
enlightenment.  Sermons throughout the Lenten season will be based on this great parable from Jesus and each of us is encour-
aged to read and reread the passages  (Luke 15:11-32) so that we will all be One in our focus.  Lent begins on February 17th 
with a Wednesday evening service of Repentance and Forgiveness at 7:00pm.  Encourage your whole family to attend and to 
participate in the daily readings from Nouwen’s booklet. 

 

Committee 

Meeting 

Night 

 

 

Tuesday, March 2  7 pm 

 

Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, March 14 

Immediately following Worship 
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Alice Alice Alice Alice     
BarkdollBarkdollBarkdollBarkdoll    

 

I moved back to Altavista 6-1/2 
years ago after I retired.  I am so 
happy to be living back in this 
community and being near my 
sister and her husband, Dot and 

Ted Hogan.  I am a widow and was married for 23 years 
before my husband, Bobby, passed away from heart prob-
lems.   

We did not have any children, but I have enjoyed having a 
good relationship with my nieces and nephews, great 
nieces, and great, great nieces and nephews. 

Before retiring, I worked as  Special Assistant to the 
County Executive in Prince George's County, Maryland, 
during his 12 year tenure before he was elected as Gover-
nor of the State of Maryland for 2 terms of office. I decided 
it would be more beneficial for me to remain working  in 
the Prince George's County local government system until 
my retirement, rather than go to the State level  into the 
Governor's  office.   

I presently volunteer at the Lynchburg General Hospital 
and soon look forward to doing volunteer work with the 
Altavista Chamber of Commerce. 

Some of my interests and  hobbies that I have enjoyed 
throughout the years have been boating, dancing,  counted 
cross stitch, jewelry making, knitting, crocheting, and nu-
merous other crafts.   

Although I had a wonderful life for  42 years while living in 
the Alexandria, VA, and Maryland areas, I am really enjoy-
ing my retirement  and  living back in Altavista --my home-
town.    I graduated from Altavista High School in 1961 (I 
can't believe it has been almost 49 years).  It has been fun 
to reunite with some of my classmates and friends of the 
past since I have been back.    Most of them I have not seen 
since I  graduated from High School. 

I am so happy to be a member of APC.   The congregation 
has warmly welcomed me and I look forward to many 
years of learning, growing and serving with the people 
here at APC. 

   

Alan and April Branton Alan and April Branton Alan and April Branton Alan and April Branton 
GoodGoodGoodGood    

James Douglas & Katheryn JeanJames Douglas & Katheryn JeanJames Douglas & Katheryn JeanJames Douglas & Katheryn Jean    

    
Alan grew up in Lititz, Pennsylvania, and attended Harrisburg 
Area Community College.  April grew up in Richlands, VA, and 
attended Radford University.  After graduation from college, 
April was offered a job with the County of Mathews as Planning 
Assistant and GIS Coordinator for the county.  So Alan and April 
picked up and moved together to the small town of Mathews, 
VA.  After a few years, they got married in a small church in 
Mathews, after which James was born in 2004. 

April worked for the county for about six years while Alan 
worked his way up in the Applebee’s  restaurant.  After working 
for Mathews County for six years, April was offered and accepted 
a unique opportunity at Region 2000 Local Government Council 
in Lynchburg, VA.  Alan, April, and James loved in a small apart-
ment until they found their nice home in Altavista.  Alan started 
work as an after-school counselor for a short time, until the birth 
of their second child, Katheryn, in 2008. 

Alan returned to work at Applebee’s and April has recently taken 
a new position with the Virginia Information Technologies 
Agency (VITA) - Virginia Geographic Information Network 
(VGIN) in Chester, VA, having been offered another unique op-
portunity to work for the State. 

April loves to cook, read recipe books, listen to music, and play 
with the kids.  Alan enjoys writing, reading, working with com-
puters, and watching football. 

James Douglas loves playing with matchbox cars and going out-
side to play soccer or just cause trouble.  Katheryn Jean just 
wants to tag along with her big brother, where ever that may take 
her. 

MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS 



PRESBYTERIAN L INK PAGE 6 

WINTER 

 

As I’ve looked out the window the past few weeks at our winter mix, a couple of images have come to 
mind. They are not views of Currier & Ives prints, the kind of pictures you hang on the wall: horses 
pulling a sleigh, children skating on a pond. Instead, these images are more dark. 

When I see the sight of bare trees against the snow, I recall a 16th century painting called “Hunters in 
the Snow” by the artist Pieter Bruegel, the Elder. It shows hunters striding across a hillside with their 
dogs, a village stretched out below. It is so realistic, you shiver, imagining how bitter those winters 
must have been. The painting is done in silver-gray, rust, and sable brown, its icy vistas taking your 
breath away.  

When I look at the ramp of snow packed against the gate on our deck, I recall a story in a book for 
Young Adults. Narrated in a laconic, British style, it describes an attack on a 7th century village in the 
dead of winter. The attackers climbed a ramp of drifted snow against the village stockade wall. It is a 
story of violence against innocent souls. 

So, the painting of a frigid winter scene and the tale of a deadly attack: What do they have to do with 
winter and us? They remind us of life the way it was, and still is, in certain respects. We’ll always have 
dark seasons and dark human traits, but we also have God’s everlasting Light. 

          —M. Liebchen 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR          MARCH 2010 

MARCH 17  WEDNESDAY 

 9:30 am    Prayer Fellowship- Pastor’s Study 

 12:10    Lenten Lunch 

 6:00 pm    Choir Practice 

 

MARCH 21  SUNDAY 

 9:00 am      Sunday School for Adults 

 10:00 am    Worship/ Children’s Church  

       Session Meeting immediately following  
       Worship 

 5:00 pm       Youth Group Meeting 

 

MARCH 24  WEDNESDAY 

 9:30 am    Prayer Fellowship- Pastor’s Study 

 12:10    Lenten Lunch 

 6:00 pm    Choir Practice 
 

MARCH 28  PALM SUNDAY 

  

 

 9:00 am      Sunday School for Adults 

 10:00 am    Worship/ Children’s Church  

 5:00 pm       Youth Group Meeting 

 5:30 pm       Adult Study Group 

 

MARCH 31  WEDNESDAY 

 9:30 am    Prayer Fellowship- Pastor’s Study 

 12:10    Lenten Lunch 

 6:00 pm    Choir Practice 
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MARCH 2  TUESDAY 

 10:00 am   Circle I meets in Parlor 

 11:45 am   Men’s Luncheon @ Main Street   
      Emporium 

   7 pm     Committee Meeting Night 

 

MARCH 3  WEDNESDAY 

 9:30 am    Prayer Fellowship- Pastor’s Study 

 12:10        Lenten Lunch 

 6:00 pm    Choir Practice 

 

MARCH 7  SUNDAY 

 9:00 am      Sunday School for Adults 

 10:00 am    Worship/ Communion/ Children’s  
       Church 

 5:00 pm       Youth Group Meeting 

 

MARCH 10  WEDNESDAY 

 9:30 am    Prayer Fellowship- Pastor’s Study 

 12:10        Lenten Lunch 

 6:00 pm    Choir Practice 

 

MARCH 14  SUNDAY 

 9:00 am      Sunday School for Adults 

 10:00 am    Worship/ Children’s Church  

  Congregational Meeting 

 5:00 pm       Youth Group Meeting 

 5:30 pm       Adult Study Group 

 

 

 



BIRTHDAYS 

 

707 Broad Street 
Altavista, VA 24517 

Phone: 369-5286   FAX:  434-309-1289 
Email: altapres@embarqmail.com 

Website: www.altapres.org 
Return service requested 

ALTAVISTA PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 
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