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With the coming 
of Labor Day, the 
summer is offi-
cially over and life 
prepares to return 
to “normal,” espe-
cially for our 
families with 
school-age chil-
dren.  Of course, 
“normal” is a rela-
tive term, I real-

ize!  I guess I have in mind the end of vaca-
tions, the end of summer time travels, and 
the return to school—back to “normal” 
life.  September also brings some changes 
to our Sunday mornings together.  For in-
stance, beginning this month, our Chil-
dren’s Church program cranks up again in 
earnest.  Each week, during the latter half 
of our worship service, our younger chil-
dren engage the scriptures in a time of 
learning designed especially for their age.  
It is about this ministry that I write to you 
now. 

We need your help.  What we are most 
looking for this fall are adult “Assistants” to 
help our Children’s Church teachers with 
the lesson each Sunday.  We need teachers 
as well, but our chief desire right is for 
church members willing to serve as assis-
tants for just a few Sundays this fall.  This is 
an easy commitment for anyone, so I am 
casting the net wide and hoping you will 
respond.  Children’s Church has been a 
wonderful blessing in our congregation 
over these recent years.  Most weeks the  

 

attendance is quite good, and a handful of 
very committed parents and members 
have kept it going month after month.  
We want this blessing to continue, as this 
time each Sunday is the primary means by 
which our church exposes our baptized 
members (children) to God’s word.  As 
such, I’m asking each of you to consider 
sitting in on a session or two this fall as 
an Assistant. 

What does an Assistant do?  Not much, 
really, which is why this is an easy—
albeit important—effort.  With the kids 
and their teachers, Assistants leave the 
worship service after the Passing of Peace 
and are simply present with the children 
and leaders during the 35-45 minutes of 
teaching time and game playing that fol-
lows.  Assistants have no lessons to pre-
pare or materials to gather beforehand 
… nothing to do in preparation at all.  
We simply need adults to join in with 
our children and be present to assist our 
teachers as needed.  Most basically, this 
models good relations with our children 
by having at least two adults present with 
them at all times.  But more generally, it 
is important for our children to be ex-
posed to as wide swath of our member-
ship as possible.  Christian faith is per-
sonal, but never private.  Part of the gift 
to our children in exposing them to Jesus 
is the very relationships that grow out of 
the teaching time itself.  Most of us can 
think of adults in our growing-up years in 
church who faithfully befriended us and 

REMINDERS FOR   

SEPTEMBER 

• Sept. 9 ~Children’s & Adult 
Sunday School Resumes  

• Sept. 13 ~APC hosts Presby-
tery of the Peaks meeting 

• Sept. 16 ~Mission Worker 
Sunday  

• Sept. 16 ~Koinonia lunch  

• Sept. 15 & 16 ~Last dates 
for church directory pictures 

• Sept. 24 ~ Link Deadline  
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showed us something of the 
Lord’s grace and goodness.    

How many Sundays will you 
need to serve in this way?  As 
many as you’d be willing, 
but I am only asking folks to 
serve two or three this fall.  
That’s an easy sacrifice for all 
of us, and the more who 
serve in this way, the less 

any particular handful of folk will be needed.  Serving as an 
Assistant is a great and easy way to get to know the children of 
our church—children to whom we are committed through 
their baptismal vows.  I hope you will consider lending just a 
little bit of time toward this ministry.  We’ll be passing a sign-
up sheet around during worship on Sunday, September 2.  
Until then, speak to Elder Martha Moore if you are willing to 
serve, or contact her at 821-1533 or MarthaBMoore@ 
aol.com 

 ~ Pastor Ralph 
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Our pastor and congregation are both members of the     
Presbytery of the Peaks, the regional body of Presbyterian 
churches here in Central Virginia—some 140 congregations 
and over 200 active and retired pastors.  The presbytery 
meets four times a year and its meetings move around from 
church to church.    

On Thursday, September 13, our congregation has the    
privilege of hosting commissioners from our many sister 
churches right here in Altavista.  Because the whole body will 
not fit inside our sanctuary or Fellowship Hall (at least 200 
people attend these meetings, sometimes more), we will be 
holding the meeting at the Booker Building in Riverfront 
Park.  

 We need your help!  It will take many hands to host this 
meeting, and the Session invites your participation in this 
event as you are able.  A large signup sheet has been posted 

on the bulletin board in the church hallway.  Assistance is 
needed with the following: 

 ·         Parking (7:30 to 9:30 am) 

·         Greeting (8:00 am to noon) 

·         Registration (8:00 am to 10:30 am) 

·         Lunch setup (11:00 am – 1:00 pm) 

·         Booker Building setup (Wednesday, September 12) 

·         Booker Building cleanup (Thursday afternoon) 

 You can sign up for one of these tasks on sheet at 
church.  Speak to Carolyn Doss or Pastor Ralph if you have 
specific questions.  Thank you for your assistance in hosting 
our Presbyterian sisters and brothers from all around central 
Virginia.  

APC Hosts September 13 Presbytery Meeting 

FINAL DATES FOR CHURCH 

DIRECTORY PICTURES 

 
Alline Rogers, our photographer, will be available to take 

your picture for the Church Directory on the following dates: 

 Sun. Sept. 9 ~ following worship  

Sat. Sept. 15 ~ 9—11 am  

     Sun. Sept. 16 ~ following worship 

 

All pictures will be taken at the Church 

NOTE:  No pictures will be taken on Sept. 8   

You’re Invited …. 

To honor Wilmoth McClelland on her 90th birth-

day, her daughter, Darlene Robertson, invites 

friends and family to attend a reception to cele-

brate this special milestone in her life.  Come and 

chat with Mrs. Mac, the “Avon & Flavoring Lady” to 

wish her a Happy Birthday.  No gifts, please ~ your 

presence will be a great gift! 

Saturday, September 15, 2007 2 –4 PM 

Mt. Hermon Methodist Church Fellowship Hall 

Lynch Station 
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MISSION NEWS 

KOINONIA LUNCH  SEPTEMBER 16 
 
 APC will hold our inaugural Mission Worker Sunday event on Sunday, August 
16th. Reverend John Muehleisen will be our guest and worship leader.   A Koinonia 
Lunch will be held immediately following our worship service with Reverend       
Muehleisen providing a presentation that highlights his ministry of some 16 years 
in Africa.   Please plan to attend this wonderful opportunity to learn of yet another mis-
sion that is spreading the good news of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   All of the food 
for the lunch will be provided, however, if you wish to bring a dessert, please do so. 

THE WESTONS ARE HOME! 
 

The Westons, whose home was the focus of Altavista Presbyterian Church’s recent trip to 
New Orleans, were recently able to move back to 4757 Mandeville Street.  PDA staff and 
volunteers held a dedication ceremony to mark the completion of all repairs and the re-
ceipt of an “Occupancy Permit” from the City of New Orleans. 

 

Thanks be to God!Thanks be to God!Thanks be to God!Thanks be to God!    

SHOEBOX MINISTRY 
 

Altavista Presbyterian Church will be participating in the Samaritan’s Purse “Shoebox Ministry” this fall.  We will be asking 
members to donate specific items which will be packaged in shoeboxes and sent to children in need all over the world.   

Watch for more information in the coming weeks! 

APPLE-PICKING TIME 

 

It’s almost time to glean apples!  
APC will be coordinating with the 
Society of St. Andrew again this 
year to participate in an apple 
gleaning day. This event will 
probably take place during one of 

the first Saturdays in October, so watch for more information 
and plan to join other APC members in gathering what our 
awesome God has provided for those in need! 

Katrina Relief 

 

USA Today reported that the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) is one of the top five Christian responders to 
Hurricane Katrina.  PCUSA has totaled 29,345 vol-
unteers and improved 3380 homes. 

 

USA Today 7.18.2007 

4657 Mandeville Street and the APC 
Team who helped make it possible. 
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MISSION NEWS   

The Reverend John Muehleisen is a native of Ohio and a graduate of Asbury College 
where he earned a BA in Bible and psychology.  He also earned an MDiv from Wesley 
Biblical Seminary and is an ordained minister with the Independent Methodist denomina-
tion.  His wife, Beth, a native of  Indiana, also attended Asbury College where she earned 
a BA in biology.  She then earned a BS in nursing from Delta State University in addition 
to taking courses in theology at Wesley Biblical Seminary.  John and Beth are the parents 
of two daughters, Holly and Faith, and John is the brother of Sue Ferguson. 

 

John and Beth have served World Gospel Mission for 22 years.  Most of those years were 
spent serving in the Kenya Field, where they were involved in training urban church 
planters, pastoring, and serving on various education boards.  In 1999, John was called to 
serve at WGM headquarters as the vice president of Field Ministries.  They returned to 
the field in 2005 to work in leadership training.  John and Beth will resume their minis-
tries in Kenya after a period of homeland ministry assignment. 

Testimony: 

• We continue to learn, day by day, that God is incredibly faithful to us.  We are grateful that 
we’ve been able to serve with WGM for many years as missionaries to Kenya. 

• Our passion is to see African leadership blossom and take increasing leadership roles in fulfilling 
the Great Commission.  The young men and women that we have worked with are moving into 
key leadership positions and doing far more than we as missionaries ever could. 

• As we prepare to return to Kenya, we find that God’s leading remains sure.  We believe that God 
has good things for us.  During this time of ministry to our homeland support base, we are an-
ticipating a great blessing as we celebrate together the great things God has done in our lives. 

M ISSION WORKER SUNDAY ~ SEPT 16 
 

Guest Speakers:     John & Beth Muehleisen ~ World Gospel MissionGuest Speakers:     John & Beth Muehleisen ~ World Gospel MissionGuest Speakers:     John & Beth Muehleisen ~ World Gospel MissionGuest Speakers:     John & Beth Muehleisen ~ World Gospel Mission    

John:John:John:John:    

• VP WGM Field Ministries           
Department 

• Pastor 

• Church Planter 

• Member Kenya Highlands Bible Col-
lege and Tenwek Hospital Boards of 
Governors 

• Adjunct Faculty Kaboson Pastor’s 
School 

• Urban Church Planters’ Coach 

• Evangelist 

• Children’s/Youth Worker 

• Sunday School Teacher 

BethBethBethBeth::::    

• Adm Asst. WGM Field Ministries 
Department 

• Board member Tenwek Hospital 

• Faculty Nairobi Evangelical Graduate 
School of Theology 

• Church Planter 

• Women’s Ministries Leader 

• Sunday School Teacher 

• Evangelist 

About World Gospel Mission ~ 

World Gospel Mission is an interdenominational missionary organization with more than 300 mis-
sionaries and support staff serving alongside national believers on six continents.  WGM’s strategic 
areas of service include church ministries, children’s ministries, educational ministries, medical 
ministries, support ministries, and humanitarian ministries.  The organization also partners with 
stateside churches, colleges, and individuals to send 1,100 volunteers annually on short-term mis-
sion experiences. 

WGM’s work in Kenya began in 1932 and led to the creation of Africa Gospel Church which today 
has more than 1,300 congregations.  WGM’s ministries in Kenya include church planting, evangel-
ism, and discipleship through Theological Education by Extension in partnership with Africa Gospel 
Church; theological training at Kenya Highlands Bible College and Kaboson Pastors’ School; medi-
cal work at Tenwek Hospital; community health and development; and evangelism among street 
children in Nairobi. 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 
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Presbyterian Men’s Monthly Friday LunchPresbyterian Men’s Monthly Friday LunchPresbyterian Men’s Monthly Friday LunchPresbyterian Men’s Monthly Friday Lunch    

  

Beginning in September, the men of the church are going to gather on 
the first Fridays of the month for lunch and fellowship at Napoli’s restau-
rant on Main Street in Altavista.  Lunch will be “Dutch Treat,” and no 
RSVP is needed.  Just mark every first Friday of the month this fall as 
Presbyterian Men’s Lunch Day and come when you can! 

 

Our first lunch will be Friday, September 7, at 11:45 am at Napoli’s 

Restaurant.   Contact Chuck Mocsiran if you have any questions at 369-

4330 or charlesqc2@embarqmail.com 

 

FOR AND ABOUT KIDS 

 

Children’s Church and Adult Sunday School resume September 9Children’s Church and Adult Sunday School resume September 9Children’s Church and Adult Sunday School resume September 9Children’s Church and Adult Sunday School resume September 9    

HELP NEEDED! 
 

No experience required ~ Only a friendly face and willing hands! 

 

Children’s Church starts up again September 9 and we are trying to come into compliance with our Presbytery’s  
policy of having two adults in every room where children are watched or taught.  To do this, we need your help! 

 

We need adults who are willing to be assistants during Children’s Church.  Our teachers teach a month at a time, 
but as an assistant, you may sign up for as few or as many Sundays as you like.  Even if you can help only one Sunday 
a semester, that would help us tremendously! 

 

Contact Martha Moore to sign up:  Phone 821-1533 or email MarthaBMoore@aol.com 



 

 

Altavista Presbyterian Church 
August 2007 Session Highlights 

 

Reverend Hawkins led a scripture meditation from Mark 1.  He started by setting the historical background for the Gospel of Mark, 
then led us through a dialogue about Jesus’ encounter with a leper. 
 

The Moderator reviewed with the Session specific 2007 Session Goals which have been completed: 

 • Two Koinonia lunches in the new format 

 • Casual Sunday and the cookout following worship 

 • Cluster dinners are in progress 

 • Church directory is being updated 

 • Gleaning Day and Samaritan’s Purse missions – plans have been made 

 • Home Communion training and implementation completed 

 • Men’s Fellowship – Hillcats outing was a success 
 

Elders John Tucker and Brian McCrickard have reviewed our financial records for 2005 and 2006 and have declared that “it appears 
that with reasonable assurance that the financial records are in good standing”. 
 

The next Koinonia lunch will be held on Mission Worker Sunday, September 16, 2007.  John Muehleisen, Sue Ferguson’s brother, 
Methodist minister, and a missionary in Kenya, will be the speaker.  There was a motion to give John Muehleisen’s mission ministry 
$1,000 from ACT for Missions funds.  Also, $114 was collected during Vacation Bible School.  This money will be presented to John 
Muehleisen to purchase bicycles for missionaries.  There will be no Koinonia lunches in October or November. Picture taking day 
for the directory update has been moved from September 8, 2007 to September 15, 2007. 
 

The Advent Workshop has been scheduled for December 1, 2007.  The Christmas program and Koinonia supper has been scheduled 
for December 16, 2007. 
 

Samaritan’s Purse shoeboxes will be assembled October 28, 2007.  There was a motion that ACT for Missions funds match the Two-
cents-a-meal offering collected at the September 13, 2007 Presbytery meeting.  World Help – there is a choir of impoverished 
youngsters visiting the Lynchburg area August 23, 2007, where they will be provided free dental care.  They will then tour the US 
singing.  There was a motion to give World Help $300 from ACT for Missions funds for this mission. 
 

The Moderator reported that a Presbyterian Men’s lunch will be held every first Friday of the month at 11:45 am at Napolis.  Plans 
for the September 13, 2007 Presbytery meeting which will be hosted by APC at the Booker Building were reviewed. 
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 July-2007 YTD 

Pledges $10,871 $73,011.56 

Non-Pledges $      180 $   2,134 

Plate Offering $      577 $   5,010.32 

Total Expenses $11,042.41 $84,020.36 

F INANCIAL SNAPSHOT 

 

. 

 



 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

SEPTEMBER 2007 
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September 2 Sunday 

  Communion 

  2 Cents-A-Meal Offering 

  Canned Food Sunday 
 

September 3 Monday ~ Labor Day 

Church Office Closed 

 

 

 

September 4 Tuesday 

  10 am Circle I in Church Parlor 

  7 pm Circle II in Church Parlor 
 

September 5 Wednesday 

  9:30 am    Prayer Fellowship 

  11- 12:30 Second Helping Lunch 
 

September 7 Friday 

  11:45 am   Presbyterian Men’s Friday 
   Lunch at Napoli’s 
 

September 8 Saturday 

  10 am-3 pm  New Testament Survey 
   in Adult Sunday School Room 
 

September 9 Sunday 

  9 am  Children’s Church & Adult Sunday 
   School Resume 

  Directory photos immediately         
   following church 
 

September 11 Tuesday 

  7 pm Committee Meeting Night 
 

 

 

 

September 12 Wednesday 

  9:30 am    Prayer Fellowship 

  11- 12:30 Second Helping Lunch 

September 13 Thursday  

  Presbytery Meeting hosted by APC    
   Riverfront Park 
 

September 15 Saturday 

  9-11am    Directory Photos at church 
 

September 16 Sunday 

   Mission Worker Sunday ~ Rev. John      
 Muehleisen preaching                    

   Koinonia Lunch immediately following  
 Worship ~ Rev. Muehleisen  
 presenting 

 Last date for Directory photos following 
Worship 

 

September 19 Wednesday  

  9:30 am    Prayer Fellowship 

  11- 12:30 Second Helping Lunch 
 

September 22 Saturday 

  10 am-3 pm  New Testament Survey 
   in Adult Sunday School Room 
 

September 23 Sunday 

  6 pm Stated Session Meeting 
 

September 24 Monday 

  October Link Deadline 

   

September 26 Wednesday  

  9:30 am    Prayer Fellowship 

  11- 12:30 Second Helping Lunch 



1 Al & Jeannie Smith 

4 Dennis & Linda Janiak 

4 John & Denise Tucker 

 

 

1 Sarah Craig 

2 Vika Henderson 

4 Keegan deBernard 

4 John Roark, IV 

15 Hannah Alley 

15 Karen Blaesing 

15 Ella Hawkins 

17 Alma Rountrey 

20 Jay Martin 

20 Les Woodie 

23 Dabney Hanson 

25 John Larkin 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

 

707 Broad Street 
Altavista, VA 24517 

Phone: 369-5286 
Email: altapres@embarqmail.com 

 

Return service requested 

ALTAVISTA PRESBYTERIAN 
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