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This will be my second Christmas Season at Altavista Presbyte- m ﬂ

rian. Itis hard to believe. Time flies so fast. It has been a
wonderful year! Instead of a long “preachy” tome, | want to
share with you something | picked up somewhere in my past.
I have spent most of my ministry in small congregations. And | have attended lots of semi-
nary and training sessions on how to minister to and with small congregations. “Small”, ac-
cording to our General Assembly office in Louisville means any congregation under 150
members. But numbers do not tell the whole story. | have seen congregations with less
than 100 members involved in wonderful ministries. God can use any size congregation.
The question is not the size of the church, but the health of the church. So | share this with
you. | do not remember where | got it, but it rings true to my ears. See how it rings in
yours.

A VISION OF A HEALTHY SMALL CHURCH

A small membership congregation is healthy
When it has a sense of adventure and curiosity,
and a desire to mature spiritually:
When it measures the effectiveness of its life by its vision
and its witness to the Gospel, and,
When the worship of God becomes its daily life.
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Pastor’s Corner continued from Page 1

A Healthy small church
Can celebrate its unique identity, and
Face honestly its struggles for survival:
Benefits from Preshyterian affirmation, and
Pursues cooperative relationships,
Both denominational and ecumenical.

A small church is healthy
When it encourages the spiritual growth of its members,
When it draws on the diverse gifts of its members,
When it trains its leaders
When it encourages stewardship
When it accepts responsibility for its own particular mission.

A small membership congregation is healthy

When it fosters hospitality

Reaches out to those who are hurting
When it is open to a variety of models of pastoral

Leadership and care, and
When it is willing to make changes in ways that help it meet

The needs of the people

In worship,
Education,
Nurture,
Fellowship,
Evangelism, and
Mission.

Again, | do not ask that you agree with me. Simply think about these things and decide what is good and proper in your own
mind, and then forge ahead with the work to which God has called you.

Blessings, Bob Button

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT

October 2009 YTD
Pledges $9,677.00 $105,843.75

Non-Pledges $1,020.00 $9,182.00
Plate Offering $192.00 $3,061.10
Total Expenses $12,686.00 $148,180.73
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Adult Study Group

The Adult Study Group will not meet during

the month of December. The study will re-

The Angel Tree is ready! We have the sume January 10th.
opportunity to assist the families of
fourteen children in our community Otter River Resource Center
this year. In an effort to allow more mem- )
bers to participate and to make participating more afford- Christmas Party
able, there are two angel cards on the tree for each
child. Each card offers suggestions for gifts based on indi- | |As is our tradition, our church will again host
vidual needs and interests. For each child, the suggestions | | Christmas Party for the clients at the Otter

on their two cards are completely different as not to du- River Resource Center (formerly the Shel-
plicate gifts. tered Workshop). The party will be Tuesday,

Dec. 8, at 1:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Please sign up on the bulletin board by the
We hope that you will take a moment after office if you are able to provide party food.
our service today to stop by the tree, choose
an angel (or two), and make a huge differ

ence in a child's Christmas this year. Asyou | | APC to Host Special Second Helping

choose your angel(s), please sign your name | | come join us on Weds/ Dec. 31, for a special

beside the number of the angel you have Second Helping! Bring a friend, neighbor,
chosen on the list that can be found on the table next family member, or anyone from the commu-
to the tree. nity who would enjoy good food, good fun,
and great fellowship! We will start at the

Please remember that the gifts you usual 11 am and keep the doors open until 6

pm. Join us for lunch, join us for dinner ~

choose do not need to be expensive, .
Just Join US!

but they do need to be new. Please
return all wrapped gifts with the
angel cards attached by Sunday, Decem-
ber 13th. Gifts returned before that Hawkins Update
date should be placed in the church
office. If you have any questions, please | | The Hawkins have a new address:
see Denise Tucker

445 West Neshannock Ave.

New Wilmington, PA 16142

Ralph’s email: ralph_hawkins@me.com

@
Ralph’s cell phone: 724-456-2569

Directory Photos Elizabeth’s email:

Anyone (new members as well as old members who want to update ehawkins@hotmail.com
their photo) who has not had a photo taken for the directory should con-
tact Alline Rogers to make arrangements to have your picture take. Elizabeth’s cell phone: 724-456-5833
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T he beautiful decorations in our sanctuary add so much to our worship during the Advent and
Christmas season. If you would like to support this endeavor, and at the same time offer tribute or a

memorial to someone special to you, you may do so for a $10 donation. If you want to donate a
poinsettia and take it with you after the service on Christmas Eve, please sign up on the bulletin
board next to the office. We will need eight. Other donations will be used for the wreaths on the

doors, the greenery, roping and the window decorations. Please make checks payable to APC and
mark the check “Christmas flowers”. All money should be turned in no later than Sunday, Dec. 13.

Children’s Christmas Program
Koinonia Lunch

December 13

The children’s Christmas Program will be
presented during Worship service on Dec. 13.
The Koinonia lunch will immediately follow
the Worship service. Please bring a dish to
share if you are able.

T he choir will present their
Christmas music during
Worship on December 20.

WANTED: Odd Jobs

Looking for work doing yardwork, raking leaves, cleaning
gutters, mulching, etc. Also would consider other work |
could handle like painting, etc.

Please call Brian Bernard at 229-7719

Reasonable & Responsible

Men’s Luncheon

Main Street Emporium
Tuesday Dec 1
11:45
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DECEMBER ! TUESDAY DECEMBER 20 SUNDAY
10am Circle I meets in the Parlor 9am  Sunday School for Adults
11:45  Men’s luncheon at Main St. Emporium 10am  Choir Christmas Music Program
DECEMBER 2 WEDNESDAY Session Meeting immediately after Worship
9:30 am Prayer Fellowship ~ Pastor’s Study DECEMBER 23 WEDNESDAY
11 -12:30 Second Helping Lunch CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

5:30 pm Choir Practice DECEMBER 24 THURSDAY

DECEMBER 5 SATURDAY _ _
6 pm  Christmas Eve Service

9.am - Noon Advent Workshop CHURCH OEFICE CLOSED

DECEMBER 6 SUNDAY
DECEMBER 25 FRIDAY
9am  Sunday School for Adults

10am  Worship/ Communion/ Children’s CHRISTMAS DAY

Church
5pm  Youth Group meeting

DECEMBER 8 TUESDAY N .

1:30 pm Christmas Party for Otter River Resource
Center (formerly the Sheltered Workshop)

DECEMBER 9 WEDNESDAY

9:30 am Prayer Fellowship ~ Pastor’s Study
11 -12:30 Second Helping Lunch

5:30 pm Choir Practice DECEMBER 27 SUNDAY
DECEMBER 13 SUNDAY 9am  Sunday School for Adults

9am  Sunday School for Adults 10am  Worship/ Children’s Church

10am  Worship/ Children’s Christmas Program DECEMBER 30 WEDNESDAY

Koinonia lunch following Worship 9:30 am Prayer Fellowship ~ Pastor’s Study

Spm  Youth Group meeting 11 -12:30 Second Helping Lunch hosted by APC
DECEMBER 16 WEDNESDAY 5:30 pm Choir Practice

9:30 am Prayer Fellowship ~ Pastor’s Study DECEMBER 31 THURSDAY

11 -12:30 Second Helping Lunch
5:30 pm Choir Practice

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
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ALTAVISTA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

707 Broad Street
Altavista, VA 24517

Phone: 369-5286
Email: altapres@embargmail.com
Website: www.altapres.org
Return service requested
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