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The topic at hand 
was the destruc-
tive fires cur-
rently raging in 
Southern Cali-
fornia. Someone 
in the group 
posed a provoca-
tive question: If 
you had only ten 
minutes to return 

to your home before it burned to the ground, 
what would you take from it? 

That question stayed with me all day, and 
it started me thinking about what would 
be in my own arms if I emerged from my 
house after 10 minutes of choosing what 
was most important to me.  I further con-
sidered that the contents of my armload 
of possessions would certainly say a lot 
about who I am.  Take a moment and ask 
yourself: What would you run in for if you 
knew everything else was going away?  After 
all, there’s nothing like a crisis for making 
tough but quick stewardship decisions. 

The question of how we believers should 
treat our “stuff” is a tricky one.  It seems 
to me that Christianity has historically had 
trouble deciding whether or not followers 
of Jesus should be ascetics.  An ascetic is 
one who deliberately chooses to shun 
material goods and possessions for the 
sake of religious devotion.  I note that 
many of us are prone to admire 
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• November 2 ~ Men’s Lunch 

• November 4 ~ Daylight Savings 
Time ends at 2 am 
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tary offering for DAWN 

• November 10 ~ Young Adults 
Fellowship at deBernard’s 
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Pledges received during Worship 
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ascetics when we come upon them in 
history—monks, nuns, certain mission-
aries, the Amish, etc.—but I suspect few 
of us would actually be willing to live as 
one!  (Maybe ascetics, like lions, are best 
viewed from afar.) 

But then again, maybe we are not all 
called to shun possession.  To be sure, 
Jesus’ response to the rich young ruler in 
Mark 10 rings vociferously in our ears of 
faith—“Go, sell what you own, and give 
the money to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven.”  But I think this 
command must be balanced against the 
psalmists’ gratitude for all of God’s good 
gifts, as in Psalm 8 and similar prayers: 

You have given [us] dominion over 
the works of your hands; you have 
put all things under their feet, all 
sheep and oxen, and also the beasts 
of the field, the birds of the air, and 
the fish of the sea, whatever passes 
along the paths of the seas. O 
LORD, our Sovereign, how majestic 
is your name in all the earth! 

Generally, the Bible celebrates God’s 
provision in our lives, even while warned 
against hoarding, excess, and idolatry.  
As such, I think we Christians can cele-
brate with the Psalmist and embrace the 
good material gifts God entrusts to us 
without worshipping or hoarding those 
good gifts in a way that would prompt 



Jesus’ strong Mark 10 command.  It is not possessions, per se, 
but the worship of those possessions, our grasping them too 
tightly, that makes it hard to follow the Jesus-way.  Asceti-
cism, if a Christian feels called to it, is a good and right re-
sponse to the gospel, no doubt.  But a lively and generous 
stewardship and sharing of what we do possess can be just as 
faithful, for our worship of God in Christ necessarily loosens 
our tight grip on things as we learn to trust in God and God’s 
gifts for labor, love, and life.  Thus Paul can remind us: God is 
able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by al-
ways having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every 
good work.  (2 Corinthians 9:8) 

So when about this time of year we start talking again about 
stewardship season, we are not simply referring to the money 
we need to run the church.  This is a crucial part of it, to be 

sure, but only a part.  Stewardship is, more basically, that daily 
act Christians whereby we consider all the gifts Christ entrusts 
to us—time, talent, treasure, etc.—and make good decisions 
on what to keep, what to share, and what to give away. It is, 
finally, an act of worship as much as it is an act of the wallet. 

God forbid any of us ever be faced with the rush of a 10 minute 
decision because our home is being threatened by the abhorrent 
elements.  Still, the mental exercise of deciding “what we 
would grab” may be worth it every now and then, if nothing 
else to remind us of what truly is important in this God-given, 
God-saved, God-blessed life. 
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TAKE NOTE 

Presbyterian Men’s Monthly Friday Lunch 

 

        Our next lunch will be Friday, November 2, at 11:45 am, at Napoli’s            

 Restaurant.   Contact Chuck Mocsiran if you have any questions at 

 369-4330 or charlesqc2@embarqmail.com 

Change in Circle II Meeting DateChange in Circle II Meeting DateChange in Circle II Meeting DateChange in Circle II Meeting Date    

Circle II will meet Tuesday, October 30 at 7 pm in the church parlor instead of November 6. 

 

Young Adult Fellowship Gathering 

 

All young adults, married and single, are invited to a time of fellowship  

at the deBernard’s 

Saturday, November 10 
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Altavista Presbyterian Church Hits the Web! Altavista Presbyterian Church Hits the Web! Altavista Presbyterian Church Hits the Web! Altavista Presbyterian Church Hits the Web!     

Early last month, we launched our 
church’s first website—www.altapres.org  
Check out our home page on the World 
Wide Web.  Our plan for this page is two-
fold: 

 First, we hope it will be a place for new 
residents and visitors to Altavista to learn 
more about our church.  Believe it or not, 
a few times a year someone in the area or 
visitors to our church ask if we have a 
webpage.  Now the answer is yes! 

The second purpose of the page will be to 
offer helpful information for you, our mem-
bers and elders.  We’ve only just begun 
building the site, but currently it features 
five main items of interest: 

• A searchable calendar of events 

• Sunday Bulletin downloads, in case 

you miss a Sunday and would like to 
see the worship order and announce-
ments 

• Newsletter downloads, in case you 

lose your copy or want to share one 
with others 

• News stories and blurbs about events 

in the life and ministry of our congre-
gation 

• A link to Pastor Ralph’s writing blog, 

plus links to other websites of interest 
to our church 

 

How can we make it better?   

What content would be helpful to you?   

What information would you like to see on 
the site?   

 

Consider this and if you have an idea for 
new content, contact Elder Sang-il Lee 
with your suggestions—309.9938 or lee-
sangil@comcast.net 

APC WAPC WAPC WAPC WEBSITEEBSITEEBSITEEBSITE    
 

TTTTHEHEHEHE A A A ALTAVISTALTAVISTALTAVISTALTAVISTA P P P PRESBYTERIANRESBYTERIANRESBYTERIANRESBYTERIAN C C C CHURCHHURCHHURCHHURCH    

WEBSITEWEBSITEWEBSITEWEBSITE    ISISISIS    UPUPUPUP    ANDANDANDAND    RUNNINGRUNNINGRUNNINGRUNNING! !! !! !! !     

    

VVVV ISITISITISITISIT    USUSUSUS    ATATATAT    www.altapres.orgwww.altapres.orgwww.altapres.orgwww.altapres.org     
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FOR AND ABOUT KIDS 
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MISSION NEWS  
FROM M INISTRY BEYOND THE CONGREGATION 

The Samaritan’s Purse Shoeboxes will be assembled on Sunday, Octo-
ber 28, at 5 pm, at the church.  Please speak to Barbie Andrews is you would 
like to contribute and/ or participate. 

On November 4th a special monetary offering will be collected to benefit 
DAWN.  Any money collected for this important local mission will be 
matched by the ACTS for Mission funds.     Also in November we will be 
working to help stock the DAWN shelves for the holiday season. 

Altavista Presbyterian Church Session Highlights 
October 21, 2007 

• Appointed Moderator Rob Gilliam called the meeting to order.  He read a passage from Psalm 138 and then opened the 
meeting with prayer.    

• Dennis Janiak presented the proposed 2008 Operating Budget, which included the Pastor’s proposed Terms of Call for 
2008.  There was a motion to recommend to the Congregation the proposed Terms of Call for Pastor Ralph in the amount 
of $64,260.  

• There was a second motion to adopt the 2008 Operating Budget, reflecting total income of $146,150 and total expenditures 
of $133,042 plus slight increases in Workmen’s Comp and Social Security/Medicare. 

• Joys and concerns of the congregation were identified.  Prayers of intercession were offered for those identified and to end 
the meeting. 

F INANCIAL SNAPSHOT 

 

 

 September 2007 YTD 

Pledges $19,213.18 $102,050.74 

Non-Pledges                         $590.00                      $2,934.00 

Plate Offering                         $719.00                      $6,206.32 

Total Expenses $10,979.17  $103,471.32 

There will be a Habitat Blitz Build Saturday and Sunday, November 10 and 11.  There is a need for individuals 
with building skills as well as individuals who can prepare food.  Sign up on the sheet posted on the bulletin board 
outside the church office.  For more information, contact Pastor Ralph or Elder Mark Younkin. 
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November 2 Friday 

  11:45 am   Presbyterian Men’s Friday 
   Lunch at Napoli’s 

November 4 Sunday 

  2 a.m. Daylight savings ends ~ turn clocks back 

  Communion 

  2 Cents-A-Meal Offering 

  Special Monetary Collection for DAWN  

November 6 Tuesday Election Day 

     10 am   Circle I in Church Parlor 

        

 
 

November 7 Wednesday 

9:30 am   Prayer Fellowship 

 11- 12:30 Second Helping Lunch 

 6 pm   Choir Practice 

November 10 Saturday 

  Young Adult Fellowship at the deBernard’s 

  Habitat Blitz Build 

November 11 Sunday  Veteran’s Day 

     Called Congregational Meeting following 
Worship Service: 

•  Nominating Committee Elected 

• Congregation Approves Pastor’s 
Terms of Call 

• Budget presented to Congregation 

  Habitat Blitz Build 

November 13 Tuesday 

  7 pm  Committee Meeting Night 

November 14 Wednesday 

  9:30 am    Prayer Fellowship 

  11- 12:30 Second Helping Lunch 

  6 pm   Choir Practice 

November 15 Thursday 

 Presbytery Meeting at First Presbyterian 
in Roanoke 

November 18 Sunday  

  Financial Pledges received during     
  Worship Service 

  4 pm   Stated Session Meeting 

  7 pm   Community Thanksgiving Service 

November 19 Monday 

  Link deadline 

November 21 Wednesday 

  9:30 am    Prayer Fellowship 

  11- 12:30 Second Helping Lunch 

  6 pm   Choir Practice 

November 22 Thursday Thanksgiving Day 

     

 

 

 

 

November 25 Sunday 

  Cynthia Erb preaching 

November 28 Wednesday 

  9:30 am    Prayer Fellowship 

  11- 12:30 Second Helping Lunch 

  6 pm   Choir Practice 
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